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It’s my pleasure to be able to provide an 
introduction in this 2023 prospectus and welcome 
you to Te Pūkenga, nei te reo rāhiri e rere atu ana 
– nau piki mai, nau kake mai ki Te Pūkenga. 

In 2020, the government reviewed the vocational 
education system in Aotearoa New Zealand and 
made some significant changes for how it would 
work in the future.

One of those changes was the creation of 
Te Pūkenga, New Zealand Institute of Skills and 
Technology. The change meant that all of the 
country’s Kura Tini, Institutes of Technology and 
Polytechnics such as UCOL as well as some of 
the country’s Industry Training Organisations 
which focus on work-based learning such 
as apprenticeships, will now sit within one 
organisation – Te Pūkenga.

By bringing these organisations together, it means 
we can create a national network of on-the-job, 
on campus and online learning opportunities that 
give learners more choice and flexibility in what, 
where and how they learn throughout Aotearoa 
New Zealand.

For those of you thinking of enrolling with UCOL 
for study in 2023, this means you are going to 
be enrolling with a national organisation and 
you will receive a qualification from Aotearoa 
New Zealand’s largest education provider, 
Te Pūkenga.

Stephen Town 
Chief Executive

You’ll still be able to study in Manawatū-Whanganui 
but you’ll have the additional benefits that come 
from being part of a national network – such as 
more support, more study options and increased 
ability to switch between different types of learning 
if your circumstances change.

A national network means we can plan better for 
the future needs of Aotearoa. We want to make 
sure that when you enrol in a programme, you 
are gaining skills that are needed by Aotearoa and 
around the world – giving you more job security and 
ultimately increasing your opportunities for success.

Our transformation is a journey that will take time 
but one thing is clear, everything we do is centred 
around our learners and their whānau. We have 
a relentless focus of equity and we’re setting the 
foundations to deliver to Te Tiriti o Waitangi and its 
principles, and most importantly to the aspirations 
of Māori learners, their whānau, and iwi/hapū.

Throughout this prospectus you may notice that 
a number of programmes are changing.

We are unifying programmes to make sure they are 
consistent across the country. This means if your 
circumstances change, you’ll be able to continue 
with your study rather than having to start again. 
It’s just one of the ways we are working to make 
learning fit around life, rather than making life fit 
around learning.

Whether you’re looking to continue with your study 
or try something fresh, we look forward to you 
joining Te Pūkenga whānau and being part of this 
transformational journey with us. 

Mā te kimi ka kite. Mā te kite ka mōhio. Mā te mōhio 
ka mārama - Seek and discover. Discover and know. 
Know and the world of light is yours to behold.

If you have any questions or want to find out more 
about Te Pūkenga, visit our website tepukenga.ac.nz 
or email us at info@tepukenga.ac.nz – we’d love to 
hear from you.

Kia ora huihui mai 
tātou.

Te Pūkenga is building a national network of integrated learning in Aotearoa 
New Zealand that better meets the needs of learners, their whānau, employers 
and the community.

By bringing together on-the-job, on campus and online learning, Te Pūkenga is 
creating a network that gives learners more choices and flexibility in what, where 
and how they learn.

Nau mai haere mai ki  
Te Pūkenga
Welcome to Te Pūkenga

tepūkenga.ac.nz

Please note our programmes of study are currently under review as part of the reform of vocational education training. The objective is to provide 
one programme for Te Pūkenga that is portable, consistent, and more closely aligned with the needs of industry. As the review is ongoing, this 
prospectus is correct at the time of publishing but the courses outlined may change over time.

Learn with purpose
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KIA ORA
UCOL is a community,  
it is a whānau.
UCOL is a community, it is a whānau.

We are a leading provider in Te Pūkenga’s 
network, offering over 100 programmes across 
four campuses in the Central North Island. Our 
students are more than just a number and our 
staff is dedicated to ensure your success.

Our facilities are designed to suit hands-on 
practical learning.

Find your place with us at UCOL. We are looking 
forward to guiding you along the way.

Table of Contents

Contact  
Information
|   0800 GO UCOL 
|   enquiry@ucol.ac.nz 
|   www.ucol.ac.nz
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Manawatū Campus
UCOL Manawatū is nestled in the heart of Palmerston 
North, close to cafés, bus stops, and The Square. Named 
‘Rangitāne Tikaraina ki te Mātauranga’ by Rangitāne, 
its name translates in part to “straight pathway to 
education”.

The campus architecture blends historic buildings with 
modern facilities and is a vibrant hub for campus life.

Location: 18 Princess Street, Palmerston North.

Horowhenua Campus
UCOL Horowhenua is located in the centre of Levin, near 
to CBD shopping and ‘Te Takeretanga o Kura-hau-pō’.

UCOL is focused on supporting the Horowhenua region’s 
infrastructure upgrade and community learning needs.

Location: 160 Oxford Street, Levin.

KĀINGA / OUR PLACE
Let our place become your place.

CAMPUSES
UCOL has campuses located in Manawatū, Whanganui, Wairarapa, and Horowhenua. 
UCOL also delivers programmes of study in other regions, as well as online study options.

Other Locations
UCOL is proud to offer specific programmes in 
other regional centres including Taumaranui, 
Dannevirke, Taratahi, and Tongariro.
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Whanganui Campus
UCOL Whanganui is located on the banks of the 
Whanganui River, next to Pākaitore (Moutoa Gardens). 
The campus architecture is an inspiring blend of heritage 
buildings and modern facilities.

Whanganui Iwi, Te Āti Haunui-a-Pāpārangi, gave the 
campus the name ‘Matapihi ki te Ao’, which means 
“window of opportunity to the world”.

Location: 16 Rutland Street, Whanganui.

Wairarapa Campus
UCOL Wairarapa is located in the heart of Masterton, 
near cafés and shops. There is an on-campus café in the 
vibrant student hub. 

UCOL has strong ties with the community and local iwi, 
Rangitāne o Wairarapa and Kahungunu ki Wairarapa, 
ensuring the campus is consistently working to meet the 
region’s training needs.

Location: 143 Chapel Street, Masterton.

eCampus NZ
UCOL, in collaboration with eCampus NZ, offers online 
NZQA accredited programmes designed to be flexible 
study options for busy lifestyles.



6 This prospectus is intended as a guide only. Programme details are subject to change. Please refer to ucol.ac.nz for the most up-to-date information.

Regional Trades and Technology 
Centre
Located on our Manawatū Campus, it has leading edge 
technology. Combined with a passionate commitment to 
the training and development of qualified tradespeople, 
the centre takes UCOL’s approach to learning a trade 
through practice with the very latest technology and 
industry-proven tutors.

Training Kitchens and Restaurants
UCOL students gain practical experience in our training 
kitchens and restaurants located in our Manawatū 
Campus (Ambitions) and Whanganui Campus (Visions).  
Our restaurants are open to the public, delivering 
delicious gastronomical experiences created and served 
by students.

There is nothing like real life customers to support 
students’ learning, and this environment provides our 
graduates with the practical, industry-focused experience 
that employers look for value.

HealthCare and Social Services 
Centre
In 2023 UCOL will open its adaptable HealthCare and 
Social Services Centre, where the practical courses for 
nursing, medical imaging, social services, and mental 
health education will be taught.

Nursing Simulation Labs
The Sim Lab allows UCOL students to learn by practicing 
on life-like patients in  a simulated hospital ward. It uses 
animated mannequin patients, with their own personality 
and medical history, which are controlled via a one-way 
mirror.

This high-tech simulation lab provides valuable reality-
based hands-on learning and is a key reason our nursing 
students do so well after graduating. 

CLASSROOMS AND 
FACILITIES
UCOL’s students are immersed in a practical learning 
environment, with innovative technology and a range of 
specialised equipment.
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Photography Studios
UCOL’s large-scale commercial shooting studios are 
equipped with professional lighting systems and studio 
props. They provide a learning environment that enables 
students to master the craft of photography.

UCOL students can borrow specialised photography 
equipment throughout their studies.

Science Labs
UCOL’s Science Labs are fully resourced with laboratory 
equipment and materials for biology, microbiology, 
molecular biology, and chemistry.

Hair Salons and Beauty Clinics
UCOL’s Hair and Beauty Training Facilities in our 
Manawatū, Whanganui, Wairarapa, and Horowhenua 
Campuses have been designed to meet industry 
standards.

To develop industry ready graduates, members of the 
public can book in with students for beauty, nail, and 
hairdressing treatments. This provides the opportunity 
for our students to establish professional relationships 
with clients, which is essential for working in the real 
world.

Design Studios
UCOL’s creative computer suites are equipped with Apple 
iMacs and up-to-date Adobe Creative Suite Software, and 
our creative spaces include fashion, music, glass blowing, 
and more.

Whānau Rooms
Located in our Manawatū, Whanganui, and Wairarapa 
Campuses, they provide a welcoming space for all 
students. They are equipped with a kitchen and lounge, 
with Māori and Pacific peoples support staff on hand.



8 This prospectus is intended as a guide only. Programme details are subject to change. Please refer to ucol.ac.nz for the most up-to-date information.

UCOL’S STUDENTS’ 
COUNCIL  
UCOL has a Student Council to gather the views of 
students and represent the Student Voice on a wide 
range of topics.  Elections are held for positions, if you 
are interested contact the Student Success Team.

CAREERS AND 
EMPLOYABILITY
This is a friendly service offering career support, advice, 
and guidance to find employment. They will help you 
develop the knowledge and skills to improve your 
employability, including creating your CV and Cover 
Letter, learning interview skills, assist you with job 
seeking, and guiding you into signing a contract.

KO MĀTOU / OUR PEOPLE
We aim to inspire students, businesses, and communities to 
succeed. This can only be achieved by making our people feel 
part of the UCOL whānau.

STUDENT SUCCESS
We are here to help our students succeed. 
Student Success offers a wide range of free services to 
support, encourage, guide, and help you on your journey 
to success.

Wellbeing Hub
Physical and mental wellbeing plays a big part in 
students’ success in the classroom, and in life. Each UCOL 
campus has specialist Wellbeing staff who can provide 
assistance themselves or refer you to organisations 
that support your physical, psychological, and social 
wellbeing.

Library and Learning Hub
The Library and Learning Hub provides a range of 
services to enhance students academic skills across all 
levels and areas of study, teaching, and developing skills 
that can be used throughout the UCOL journey, and 
beyond.

UCOL libraries contain a wealth of information that is 
designed to provide vital knowledge for all students and 
our Library staff are focused on developing students’ 
information management and research skills.

Student Engagement Hub
The Engagement Hub provides additional support 
for students here at UCOL. They provide support for 
international students, students with additional learning 
needs, and Youth Guarantee Scholarship recipients. In 
addition, Engagement Coordinators walk with students to 
reach their goals.
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WAYS TO FUND YOUR STUDY
Studying at UCOL is an investment in your future, and there are options that include being able to study fees-free and with 
additional support.

Fees-Free Study

One Year Fees-Free

The New Zealand Government introduced a year of 
fees-free tertiary education from 2018 for people new to 
tertiary study, which includes most of UCOL courses.

Training Incentive Allowance (TIA)

If you are on certain Government benefits, you may be 
able to access the Training Incentive Allowance - this 
allowance can help cover some of the costs (e.g. tuition 
fees, books, equipment, transport, childcare, and care 
costs while studying) and doesn’t have to be paid back.

TIA is available for all courses at levels 1-7 (which includes 
certificates, diploma, and degree-level study) of the New 
Zealand Qualifications Framework.

Youth Guarantee
Youth Guarantee scholarships at UCOL provide an 
opportunity for you to get the support you need to gain a 
foundation qualification. 

This government initiative provides learning 
opportunities for students to achieve an NCEA Level 2 or 
equivalent credits, and create more successful transitions 
from school to study and work.

Māori and Pasifika Trades Training
The Māori and Pasifika Trades Training (MPTT) initiative 
provides a limited number of fees-free tertiary places 
for Māori and Pasifika learners, giving an opportunity for 
students to pathway onto apprenticeships, employment, 
and higher levels of study.
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Entry Criteria Guide
Programmes Requirements

In-School

Study Options

Year 11-13 enrolled in a Secondary 
School.

Level 1 - 2

Foundation 
Programmes

These programmes are open entry.

No entry criteria applies.

Level 3

Certificate Programmes

NCEA Level 1 or equivalent academic 
achievement or over 20 years of age 
with the required skills.

Level 4

Certificate Programmes

NCEA Level 2 or equivalent academic 
achievement or over 20 years of age 
with the required skills.

Level 5

Certificate Programmes

NCEA Level 3 or equivalent academic 
achievement or over 20 years of age 
with the required skills.

Level 5 and 6

Diploma Programmes

NCEA Level 3 or equivalent academic 
achievement or over 20 years of age 
with the required skills.

Level 7

Bachelor Degree 
Programmes

University Entry or equivalent 
academic achievement or over 20 
years of age with the required skills.

Level 7-9

Graduate Diplomas. 
Postgraduate and 
Masters Programmes

Bachelor Degree, Post Graduate 
Diploma, or relevant qualification.

Some programmes may have specific/additional entry 
requirements. These requirements are listed underneath 
the relevant programmes.

You may also need to provide other supporting 
documentation such as a Health Declaration.

Please visit ucol.ac.nz for the most detailed and up-to-
date entry requirements for the programme you are 
interested in studying.

Level Guide
UCOL offers certificates, diplomas and degrees, as well as 
a range of postgraduate qualifications.

Each qualification level allows you to achieve different 
skills and knowledge. Some of our entry-level 
qualifications lead into a higher-level qualification.

Certificate Level 1 - 5

Diploma Level 5 - 6

Degree and Graduate Diploma Level 7

Postgraduate Level 8

Master Level 9

NGĀ AKORANGA /  
OUR PROGRAMMES
UCOL offers over 100 programmes of study and new 
programmes are being developed each year to make sure we 
offer something for everyone, and that we are meeting the 
training needs of industry.
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Vocational Pathways Guide
Our programmes and prospectus are colour-coded 
according to vocational pathways.

Primary Industries

Services Industries

Social and Community Services

Creative Industries

Manufacturing and Technology

Construction and Infrastructure
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BLENDED DELIVERY
UCOL is now offering Blended Delivery in some of our programmes. Students can enrol in as few, or as many, courses 
they can manage. Each course will require a few hours per week commitment, including for learning activities and self-led 
study. Lectures are held to allow students to participate on campus or online. Online sessions are recorded so they can 
be accessed at your convenience. 

There are regular times to connect with lecturers, as well as the option to attend an on-campus block course to help and 
support students’ learning. Some courses may require on-campus examinations, these will be explained at the time of 
enrolment.

COVID-19 VACCINATION MANDATE
The current New Zealand Government COVID-19 Mandate Order requires health and disability sector workers to 
be vaccinated. As well as that, private companies and organisations have the right to require staff to be vaccinated. 
Therefore, to go on placement or an internship that is a part of some programmes, you must meet COVID-19 vaccination 
requirements. You can see more information on UCOL’s Covid-19 page and on the Unite Against Covid-19 website. 

If you have any COVID-19 related questions or need to inform UCOL about anything COVID-19 related, please speak with 
your lecturer and email our Health & Safety team at healthinfo@ucol.ac.nz. 
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PRIMARY INDUSTRIES
The Primary Industries are the backbone of New Zealand’s 
economy and there are always employment opportunities for 
graduates with the right skills.
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AGRICULTURE
UCOL’s Primary Industries programmes are taught by industry professionals and delivered through hands-on learning in 
real environments.

Primary Industries  »  Agriculture

LYNNE NEL
Primary Industries Student

Early morning milking sessions and moving cattle are a 
far cry from the office work Lynne Nel is used to.

Wellington-based Nel has been taking part in the dairy 
farming taster course at Taratahi Agricultural Training 
Centre near Masterton.

The course, a joint venture between UCOL, EIT and the 
Ministry of Primary Industries, gives participants hands-
on experience working with Taratahi’s herd of 560 cows 
and developing skills to work safely on a farm. Students 
learn how to care for the animals and can participate in 
morning and afternoon milking.

Nel enrolled in the course through Dairy NZ, as she was 
looking for a career change after 15 years of working in 
office jobs.

“I was doing property administration and I just didn’t 
want to work in an office anymore. I’m an outdoors 
person and I wanted to work with animals, so this 
seemed like a pretty good way to do that. With farming 
you can learn on the job, which is awesome.” 

Nel says she has enjoyed learning the ins and outs of 
working in a milking shed and it has improved her ability 
to manage and move cattle. 

While still weighing up her options, Nel says the course 
has given her great insight into the dairy industry.

“I’d definitely recommend it to anyone wanting to get into 
dairy farming. It has been really eye-opening. There is so 
much more to it than I imagined and so much going on in 
the dairy shed.”

Nel and her classmates got a glimpse of a large scale 
dairy operation in action when they visited Rotopai Farm 
in South Wairarapa. Rotopai boasts 3,000 cows and 1,750 
hectares of land.

Stewart Weatherstone’s family has owned Rotopai 
Farm since 1931 and have had a long relationship with 
Taratahi.

“We’ve used quite a lot of students from Taratahi over 
the past 20 years and a lot of our staff trained there,” 
says Weatherstone.

“The people doing these courses are the future of the 
industry. We need labour and we need growth. The more 
people in the industry, the better.”
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Agriculture Study Pathways

New Zealand Certificate in Agriculture 
LEVEL 4

New Zealand Diploma in Primary Industry Business Management 
LEVEL 5

New Zealand Certificate in Agriculture 
(Farming Systems) 
LEVEL 3

New Zealand Certificate in Primary Industry 
Operational Skills 
LEVEL 3

Primary Industries  »  Agriculture

New Zealand Diploma in Primary Industry Business Management

LEVEL 5

Start:  March, June, July, August, September, and October 
Duration: 40 weeks, full-time, part-time study options available 
Location: UCOL Manawatū 

Study this qualification with UCOL’s Blended Delivery (see page 12 for more information).

This programme is designed for those in a management or supervisory role in a primary industry business or those 
who have relevant experience and are ready to move into a management or supervisory role within a primary industry 
business.
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New Zealand Certificate in Agriculture

LEVEL 4

Start:  February 
Duration: 42 weeks, full-time 
Location: TBC 

Study this qualification with UCOL’s Blended Delivery (see page 12 for more information).

This programme will help prepare you to take responsibility for the day-to-day operational management of a pastoral or 
arable farming production system. You will gain the knowledge and skills required for general farm operations and can 
specialise Dairy Farming, Breeding Livestock Farming, or Non-Breeding Livestock Farming. You will also improve your 
literacy and numeracy skills needed for working in the primary industry.

New Zealand Certificate in Agriculture (Farming Systems)

LEVEL 3

Start:  July 
Duration: 26 weeks, full-time 
Location: TBC 

Study this qualification with UCOL’s Blended Delivery (see page 12 for more information).

This programme provides students with practical competencies required for agricultural employment and further studies 
within the Primary Industry sector. The focus is on pasture, fertilisers, lambs/sheep, calves/cattle, farm dogs, soils, 
nutrition, hazards and injury, weather and rural employment.

New Zealand Certificate in Primary Industry Operational Skills

LEVEL 3

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 12 weeks, full-time 
Location: UCOL Wairarapa 

Gain the skills required to carry out operational activities which involve vehicles, machinery and infrastructure in the 
workplace, in a safely and effectively manner while working under limited supervision.

Primary Industries  »  Agriculture
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New Zealand Certificate in Apiculture

LEVEL 3

Start:  February, August, and September 
Duration: 18 weeks, full-time, part-time study options available 
Location: UCOL Wairarapa 

Learn the fundamental skills and knowledge to work safely and productively in a beekeeping environment. You will be 
able to maintain, manipulate and operate beehives, transport beehives and bee products, and establish hives in new 
sites.

This programme is ideal for those who are intending to work on a private or small-scale business, or as part of a team on 
larger commercial beekeeping operations.

Primary Industries  »  Apiculture

APICULTURE
New Zealand’s beekeeping industry is worth billions, start your career in apiculture with UCOL’s programmes.
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Primary Industries  »  Conservation

CONSERVATION
If you are passionate about nature and conservation, UCOL’s conservation programmes will provide you with the 
industry’s skills.

Conservation Study Pathways

New Zealand Certificate in Conservation (Operations) 
LEVEL 4

New Zealand Certificate in Conservation (Operations) 
(In-work) 
LEVEL 4

Te Kura Tapere: Certificate in Introductory Conservation 
LEVEL 3
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Primary Industries  »  Conservation

New Zealand Certificate in Conservation (Operations)

LEVEL 4

Start:  February 
Duration: 41 weeks, full-time 
Location: UCOL Wairarapa / Pūkaha Mt Bruce 

This programme is designed to provide you with the skills and knowledge required to carry out operational conservation 
work.

It will prepare you for practical conservation in the context of ecological restoration. You will improve your understanding 
of the ecological environment, and develop tools and skills so you can investigate an ecosystem and deliver strong 
conservation outcomes.

It would also prepare you to actively participate in the preservation of wāhi tapu and taonga tūturu by understanding the 
significant tikanga associated with a site according to tangata whenua.

Te Kura Tapere: Certificate in Introductory Conservation

LEVEL 3

Start:  February 
Duration: 33 weeks, part-time 
Location: UCOL Wairarapa / Pūkaha Mt Bruce 

This programme programme will help build your knowledge and understanding of the natural world through Pūkaha’s 
conservation work. Get the foundational skills you’ll need to help restore and protect our native taonga, with the option to 
progress into the New Zealand Certificate in Conservation Operations.

New Zealand Certificate in Conservation (Operations) (In-Work)

LEVEL 4

Start:  Cohort based enrolments on demand 
Duration: 41 weeks 
Location: TBC 

This programme is designed to provide you with the skills and knowledge required to carry out operational conservation 
tasks while at work.

It will prepare you for practical conservation in the context of ecological restoration. You will improve your understanding 
of the ecological environment, and develop tools and skills so you can investigate an ecosystem and deliver strong 
conservation outcomes.

It would also prepare you to actively participate in the preservation of wāhi tapu and taonga tūturu by understanding the 
significant tikanga associated with a site according to tangata whenua.
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Primary Industries  »  Veterinary Nursing and Animal Care

VETERINARY NURSING AND ANIMAL CARE
UCOL gives students fantastic learning support and real-life experience of working with animals.  Graduates are approved 
to work at BESTPractice™ accredited veterinary clinics.

INDY CARTHEW
Veterinary Nursing Graduate

Indy Carthew always knew she wanted to work with 
animals, and despite suggestions that she should study 
veterinary science, she was not interested in surgery 
or diagnostics. “I wanted a job where I got to spend as 
much time as possible with the animals, tending to their 
specific medical and emotional needs,” she says. 

Indy remembers when she was at high school, her fox 
terrier Arthur got sick. “We took him to our local vet clinic. 
Our Vet was so great, but the Veterinary Nurses were 
amazing in my eyes, they were so caring.” Indy admits 
that, due to her shyness, her Mum asked on her behalf if 
she could do some work experience hours at the clinic. 
“They graciously allowed me to go in during my school 
holidays.” 

“This was when I decided I wanted to be a Veterinary 
Nurse and I looked into different courses around New 
Zealand. I liked the look of UCOL’s NZ Diploma of 
Veterinary Nursing course because it had an emphasis on 
practical learning and, to me, this is the most important 
and exciting way to learn.” says Indy. 

In her time studying, she says she felt so lucky to have 
a team of caring lecturers who wanted her to succeed 
and be her best self. “My UCOL lecturers were really 
approachable and supportive.”

Indy says there are certain skills that you can only 
develop so far in a classroom. “After you have the 
theoretical understanding of practical skills, such as 

animal handling/restraint, IV catheter placement and 
anaesthesia (to name just a few) you need to practice 
them in a supportive environment. In my second year 
of study, we did rotations in different veterinary clinics 
where we were paired with Veterinary Nurses and got to 
put our theoretical knowledge into practice. 

“That experience really set me up for what to expect once 
I was out in the workforce. I learnt from actual Vet Nurses 
and that was the best way to do it.”

Indy graduated from UCOL in 2015 and now works at 
Animates Vetcare in Palmerston North as a Veterinary 
Nurse. 

“I work full time but manage to find some time to do 
continuing professional development. This year I have 
attended a two-day anaesthesia course with Marcia 
Fletcher of The Pink Stethoscope, and I am just finishing 
up an online animal physiotherapy course.” 

A recent career highlight for the 26-year-old was winning 
the Animates Veterinary Nurse of the Year Award within 
the company.

“Our clinic is a small clinic. Most days we have one 
Veterinarian and two to three Veterinary Nurses. I love 
the family feel our team has, and I love that working in 
a small clinic means that I know a lot of our clients and 
their pets really well. A few clients refer to me as ‘Aunty 
Indy’ to their pets!”

Of her future, Indy says, “I just want to continue to grow 
and learn as a Veterinary Nurse. I want to be the best 
nurse to my animal patients that I can be.”
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Primary Industries  »  Veterinary Nursing and Animal Care

Entry Requirements: Some of our Animal Health programmes require specific entry criteria such as a health declaration 
form including tetanus status, police check, and declaration of any previous criminal convictions.

Veterinary Nursing and Animal Care Study Pathways

New Zealand Diploma in Veterinary Nursing  
LEVEL 6  
One year

New Zealand Certificate in Study 
and Career Preparation (Health 
Pathway) 
LEVEL 3

New Zealand Certificate in Animal 
Care (Rural Animals) 
LEVEL 3

New Zealand Certificate in Animal 
Care (Companion Animals) 
LEVEL 3

New Zealand Diploma in Veterinary Nursing 
(Companion Animal Veterinary Nursing) 
LEVEL 6 
Two years

New Zealand Diploma in Veterinary Nursing (Companion Animal Veterinary Nursing)*

LEVEL 6

Start:  February 
Duration: 2 years, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Prepare for a hands-on satisfying career as a veterinary nursing professional.

Gain the technical veterinary nursing skills for a clinic environment and the ability to manage patients and clients, 
following all protocols of a clinical veterinary nursing practice. Learn to care for all kinds of companion animals and work 
as a team with other professionals.

Graduates will have technical knowledge and skills to work as a veterinary nurse in a clinical veterinary setting. They will 
have a high level of responsibility and discretion within their scope of practice, in a wide range of dynamic and often 
unpredictable situations and following protocols in all aspects of clinical veterinary practice or animal healthcare settings, 
and will be able to apply for registration on the New Zealand Register of Veterinary Nurses.

Specific Entry Requirements: NCEA Level 3 or equivalent, with strengths from the Vocational Pathway Primary Industries sector.

* Subject to approval and accreditation.

New Zealand Certificate in Animal Healthcare Assisting (Companion Animal Healthcare) 

LEVEL 4
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Primary Industries  »  Veterinary Nursing and Animal Care

New Zealand Diploma in Veterinary Nursing

LEVEL 6

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 1 year, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū 

Prepare for a hands-on satisfying career as a veterinary nursing professional.

Gain the technical veterinary nursing skills for a clinic environment and the ability to manage patients and clients, 
following all protocols of a clinical veterinary nursing practice. Learn to care for all kinds of companion animals and work 
as a team with other professionals.

Graduates will be eligible to apply for registration on the New Zealand Register of Veterinary Nurses.

This programme covers anaesthesia and surgery, diagnostics, medical nursing, and management of veterinary nursing 
services; providing you with the knowledge, and attributes needed to help animals attain, maintain or recover optimal 
health and quality of life.

Specific Entry Requirements: New Zealand Certificate in Animal Technology with Veterinary Nursing Assistant Strand or 
equivalent.

New Zealand Certificate in Animal Healthcare Assisting (Companion Animal Healthcare)*

LEVEL 4

Start:  February 
Duration: 1 year, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū 

Discover the rich rewards of working with animals. Upon completion of this programme, you will be able to assist 
veterinarians and veterinary nurses in a companion animal practice, or continue your studies with the New Zealand 
Diploma in Veterinary Nursing Level 6.

Graduates will be eligible to apply for registration on the New Zealand Register of Animal Healthcare Assistants.

Specific Entry Requirements: NCEA Level 2 or equivalent, with strengths from the Vocational Pathway Primary Industries sector.

* Subject to approval and accreditation.
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Primary Industries  »  Veterinary Nursing and Animal Care

New Zealand Certificate in Animal Care (Companion Animals)

LEVEL 3

Start:  February 
Duration: 20 weeks, blended delivery 
Location: UCOL Wairarapa

Study this qualification with UCOL’s Blended Delivery (see page 12 for more information).

Gain the skills, knowledge, and experience you need to maintain the welfare of companion animals such as cats, dogs, 
companion birds, and rabbits. 

This programme will provide you with the qualification needed to comply with all regulatory requirements and relevant 
industry codes of practice for animal care, respond to normal and abnormal health and behaviour in animals, and assist 
with the day-to-day care of animals.

Specific Entry Requirements: Applicants must have the equivalent of NCEA Level 1 OR equivalent academic achievement OR on a 
case-by-case basis at the discretion of the Executive Dean.

New Zealand Certificate in Animal Care (Rural Animals)*

LEVEL 3

Start:  July 
Duration: 20 weeks, blended delivery 
Location: UCOL Wairarapa

Study this qualification with UCOL’s Blended Delivery (see page 12 for more information).

Gain the skills, knowledge and experience you need to maintain the welfare of rural animals.

This programme will provide you with the qualification needed to comply with all regulatory requirements and relevant 
industry codes of practice for animal care, respond to normal and abnormal health and behaviour in animals, and assist 
with the day-to-day care of rural animals.

Specific Entry Requirements: Applicants must have the equivalent of NCEA Level 1 OR equivalent academic achievement OR on a 
case-by-case basis at the discretion of the Executive Dean.

* Subject to approval and accreditation.

New Zealand Certificate in Study and Career Preparation (Health Pathway)

LEVEL 3

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 19 weeks, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

If you are aspiring to study nursing, applied sciences (laboratory science, or exercise and wellness), veterinary nursing, 
animal care, or other health related programmes offered at other polytechnics, but do not have the entry requirements, 
this programme is for you.

It covers a variety of subjects that will equip you with academic skills for higher-level study in health science, as well as 
core subjects in career and study skills and communication skills. You will study bioscience for health and mathematics 
for health.
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Primary Industries  »  Applied Science

APPLIED SCIENCE
Applied Science is the discipline used to apply existing scientific knowledge to develop more practical applications.

TAICHI TAKEUCHI
Applied Science Graduate

After a mysterious illness, Taichi Takeuchi wanted to 
study microbiology at UCOL to discover what had make 
him sick. What he ended up finding was his passion for 
chemistry.

A few years ago, Taichi was laid low by stomach pain and 
low liver function for a month. His doctor was unable to 
determine the exact cause, but suspected it was some 
kind of bacterial infection or virus.

Wanting to find out how he could have gotten so ill, 
Taichi enrolled in UCOL’s New Zealand Diploma in 
Applied Science (Level 5), which covered microbiology, 
chemistry, biochemistry, and molecular biology.

“The lab work was really fun. It never felt like study to me 
- it was more like entertainment,” says Taichi. 

While Taichi didn’t find the cause of his illness, he did 
discover his passion for chemistry. 

“I didn’t study chemistry in high school and I didn’t think 
it would be very interesting, but my lecturer Dr David 
Shillington - who is now retired - was so amazing. His 
teaching style really led me to study chemistry hard, and I 
really enjoyed it.”

“David’s style was to show us what we can do if we 
studied chemistry further.  For example, we used 
spectrometers to analyse liquid samples, but David 
explained that we can use the same principle to analyse 
matter on Mars using astronomical spectroscopy.” 

Taichi went on to complete his New Zealand Diploma 
in Applied Science (Level 6) at the perfect time, just as 
UCOL was introducing the Bachelor of Applied Science 
(Laboratory Science) (Level 7) the following year. Because 
he had already done the Level 5 and 6 diplomas, Taichi 
was able get his degree with only one more year of study.  

Not having studied science previously, Taichi didn’t know 
how to write a lab report when he started at UCOL. 
However he was able to build his skills and confidence 
with the help of his lecturers.  

“Dr Bob Stewart and Dr Dot Starzak were really 
supportive. They would let me send them my draft 
reports to look at and give me feedback to work on. 
I probably increased their workloads, but they were 
a huge help. By the time I was in my third year, I had 
developed really good writing skills for lab reports and 
assignments.”

In this third year, Taichi researched why apple cider 
vinegar was so high in antioxidants and compared 
the antioxidant levels in commercial and homemade 
varieties of the vinegar. He found that homemade apple 
cider vinegars had higher antioxidant levels, which may 
be related to the natural fermentation process producing 
different sugar and organic acid profiles. As of early 2021, 
Taichi is preparing to publish this research in a food 
science journal.
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Primary Industries  »  Applied Science

Bachelor of Applied Science (Laboratory Science)

LEVEL 7

Start:  February 
Duration: 3 years, full-time, part-time options available 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Study this qualification with UCOL’s Blended Delivery (see page 
12 for more information).

As a graduate of the degree, you will demonstrate intellectual 
independence, critical thinking and analytic rigor. You will be able 
to work with confidence, both independently and collaboratively 
as part of a team in a science laboratory.

You will develop knowledge and skills related to the ideas, 
principles, concepts, research methods, and problem-solving 
techniques in laboratory science. You will also develop 
knowledge and skills in data collection, computation, processing, 
and management systems, along with a range of transferable 
laboratory practice skills.

Specific Entry Requirements: NCEA Level 2, which must include 30 
credits in science (including Chemistry), 
or New Zealand Certificate in Study and 
Career Preparation (Level 4) (conditions 
apply), or New Zealand Certificate in 
Applied Science (Level 4), or equivalent.

Direct entry to year 2:  New Zealand Diploma in Applied 
Science (Level 5) or an equivalent Level 
5 qualification.

Direct entry to year 3:  New Zealand Diploma in Applied 
Science (Level 6) or an equivalent Level 
6 qualification.

Applied Science Study Pathways

New Zealand Diploma in Applied Science 
LEVEL 6

Bachelor of Applied Science (Laboratory Science) 
LEVEL 7

New Zealand Diploma in Applied Science 
LEVEL 5
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Primary Industries  »  Applied Science

New Zealand Diploma in Applied Science

LEVEL 6

Start:  February 
Duration: 1 year, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū 

Get qualified as a laboratory technician with this programme.

As a graduate of this diploma, you will be able to work independently as a laboratory technician in science and 
technology-related fields including manufacturing and regulatory industries, fieldwork, research, and development.

Once qualified, you have the opportunity to work with some of New Zealand’s leading scientists in a wide range of 
scientific disciplines including biochemistry, chemistry, immunology, microbiology and molecular biology.

Specific Entry Requirements: NCEA Level 5 or equivalent.

New Zealand Diploma in Applied Science

LEVEL 5

Start:  February 
Duration: 1 year, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū 

Start your career as a laboratory technician with this programme.

As a graduate of this diploma, you will be able to work with supervision in entry-level positions in science and technology-
related fields including manufacturing and regulatory industries, fieldwork, research and development.

Once qualified, you have the opportunity to become involved in laboratory work and routine operation in a variety of 
settings.

Specific Entry Requirements: NCEA Level 2, which must include 30 credits in science (including Chemistry), or New Zealand 
Certificate in Study and Career Preparation (Level 4) (conditions apply), or New Zealand Certificate 
in Applied Science (Level 4), or equivalent.
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SERVICES INDUSTRIES
Services Industries are an important part of New Zealand’s 
day-to-day life and there are many different employment 
opportunities for graduates with the right skills.
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Services Industries  »  Beauty and Hairdressing 

BEAUTY AND HAIRDRESSING 
Enter the rewarding world of hairdressing and beauty with UCOL and gain experience working with real clients in our 
campus salons.

TAYLA PETERS FEAR
Beauty Graduate

Tayla Peters Fear has, in part, her sister to thank for her 
new career in Beauty Therapy.

“My sister Aleisha studied at UCOL in Palmerston North 
and said how awesome it was,” says Tayla.

With a particular interest in massage, 18-year-old Tayla 
followed her sister’s advice and soon enrolled in the New 
Zealand Certificate in Beauty Therapy at the Horowhenua 
campus.

“UCOL were so supportive during the COVID-19 lockdown 
levels and working from home. The Zoom chats we had 
really helped with connecting to the outside world,” says 
Tayla.

When the Alert Levels finally allowed her to be on 
campus, Tayla enjoyed learning about many different 
kinds of beauty treatments and refining her skills. “It was 
a really good team environment,” she says.

Tayla says studying at UCOL prepared her well for her 
future in the industry, and she was delighted to be 
offered a job as a beauty therapist at Adore Hair and 
Beauty in Feilding.

“Everything I have learnt at UCOL, I am now using in a 
real salon. Working here has put my learning into context 
and helped me retain everything,” she says “It’s amazing 
to connect with the members of the Adore team and to 
learn new treatments.”

One of the favourite parts of her job is meeting and 
engaging with clients. “Good rapport is really important 
when you work so closely with people.”

Tayla graduated with a New Zealand Certificate in Beauty 
Therapy at the Horowhenua ceremony in March 2021.

She admits there is so much more to learn and is keen to 
study for a New Zealand Diploma in Beauty Therapy in 
the future. “I’d love to specialise in Massage Therapy.”
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Services Industries  »  Beauty and Hairdressing 

Hairdressing Study Pathways

New Zealand Certificate in Hairdressing (Emerging Stylist) 
LEVEL 4

New Zealand Certificate in Hairdressing (Salon Support)  
LEVEL 3

Beauty Study Pathways

New Zealand Certificate in Beauty Therapy 
LEVEL 4

New Zealand Diploma in Beauty Therapy 
LEVEL 5

New Zealand Certificate in Specialised Skin Care Therapy 
LEVEL 6
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New Zealand Certificate in Specialised Skin Care Therapy

LEVEL 6

Start:  February 
Duration: 50 weeks, part-time 
Location: Blended delivery

Study this qualification with UCOL’s Blended Delivery (see page 12 for more information).

Add specialised skin care therapies to your skillset. This programme will provide you with advanced skills to perform a 
range of skin treatments. You will learn the fundamentals of specialized skin care, IPL and plasma pen, microneedling and 
chemical peels, red vein removal, and current trends. To complete this programme, students are required to complete a 
minimum of 130 work integrated learning hours, which will be met in the student’s place of work, or an approved clinic.

Specific Entry Requirements: Successful completion of New Zealand Diploma in Beauty Therapy (Level 5) or equivalent 
knowledge and skills, and a qualification or completed course in electrolysis or on a case-by-case 
basis at the discretion of the Executive Dean.

New Zealand Diploma in Beauty Therapy

LEVEL 5

Start:  February 
Duration: 1 year, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Wairarapa

Gain the necessary skills for an exciting career in the beauty industry as a Beauty Therapist.

You will gain the skills and knowledge to critically analyse clients’ needs, provide advanced beauty services, and manage 
the operations of a client base or small beauty therapy business.

Practical experience 
Regular client days are incorporated into the learning process at one of UCOL’s Beauty Clinics in Manawatū and 
Wairarapa providing you with real industry experience, and honing your professionalism, relationship building skills and 
teamwork.

Specific Entry Requirements: Successful completion of New Zealand Certificate in Beauty Therapy (Level 4) or equivalent 
knowledge and skills.

Services Industries  »  Beauty and Hairdressing  »  Beauty

BEAUTY
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New Zealand Certificate in Beauty Therapy

LEVEL 4

Start:  February 
Duration: 1 year, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū, UCOL Whanganui, UCOL Wairarapa, and UCOL Horowhenua

A day in the life of a beauty therapist involves helping clients look and feel good. The environment is warm, cosy and 
relaxing, and your clients look forward to seeing you. This programme will help you start a rewarding career in beauty.

You will gain the skills and knowledge to analyse, plan, and provide a broad range of beauty services. This qualification is 
intended for learners who have little or no prior learning, or experience in the field.

Practical experience 
Regular client days are incorporated into the learning process at one of UCOL’s Beauty Clinics in Manawatū, Whanganui, 
or Wairarapa, providing you with real industry experience, and honing your professionalism, relationship building skills, 
and teamwork.

Specific Entry Requirements: NCEA Level 2 or equivalent.

Services Industries  »  Beauty and Hairdressing  »  Beauty
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BARBERING

New Zealand Certificate in Hairdressing (Emerging Stylist)

LEVEL 4

Start:  February 
Duration: 1 year, full-time 
Location: UCOL Wairarapa

Get ready to make an immediate contribution in a hair salon. This programme aims to prepare students to perform salon 
and client services that contribute to the effective operation of a hairdressing business.

Expand your knowledge and skills in the areas of hairdressing and commercial salon operations. Learn a variety of 
services including how to perform client consultations, and complex styling tasks, including blow waving, finger waving, 
setting and long hair-ups. You will also learn foundation scissor and razor cutting services, colouring services, and 
assisting colleagues with a range of chemical reformation services, including application and neutralising.

You will gain real-world experience in our fully-equipped campus salons, where you will cultivate your own clientele and 
build confidence in your skills by performing services for the public under the support of your lecturer.

Specific Entry Requirements: New Zealand Certificate in Hairdressing (Salon Support) or equivalent knowledge and skills.

New Zealand Certificate in Hairdressing (Salon Support)

LEVEL 3

Start:  February 
Duration: 1 year, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū, UCOL Whanganui, and UCOL Wairarapa

Get a start in hairdressing with this programme. You will learn essential skills such as reception duties, shampooing, 
applying treatments or colours, and styling. You will also get an introduction to cutting.

You will gain real-world experience in our campus salons, where you will cultivate your own clientele, perform 
hairdressing treatments with the support of your lecturer, and build confidence in your skills.

Services Industries  »  Beauty and Hairdressing  »  Hairdressing

HAIRDRESSING

New Zealand Certificate in Commercial Barbering*

LEVEL 4

Start:  July 
Duration: 1 year, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

This programme will provide you with the skills and knowledge to work independently as a qualified barber in a 
commercial environment. You will be capable of contributing to barber shop operations and providing client consultation, 
care, and advice.

Practical experience 
Regular client days are incorporated into the learning process at one of UCOL’s Hair Salons in providing you with real 
industry experience, and honing your professionalism, relationship building skills, and teamwork.

Specific Entry Requirements: NCEA Level 1 or equivalent. 

* Subject to approval and accreditation.
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New Zealand Certificate in Nail Technology

LEVEL 4

Start:  February 
Duration: 1 year, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Gain the skills to work as a fully-qualified nail technician.

This programme covers a range of nail services at a professional level within beauty sector. This includes learning how 
to perform manicures and pedicures, acrylic and gel nail application, nail sculpture, and 3D nail art to a professional 
standard.

Practical experience 
Regular client days are incorporated into the learning process at one of UCOL’s Nail Salons in Manawatū, providing you 
with real industry experience, and honing your professionalism, relationship building skills and teamwork.

Specific Entry Requirements: NCEA Level 2 or equivalent.

Services Industries  »  Beauty and Hairdressing  »  Nail Technology

NAIL TECHNOLOGY
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Services Industries  »  Business and Administration

BUSINESS AND ADMINISTRATION
Become a leader in your field with our work-focussed programmes in Business and Administration.

CASSY TITTER
Business Graduate

Cassy Titter was working in the shearing industry when 
she first came to UCOL Whanganui in 2006. She was 
looking for something new and after her aunty had 
signed up for UCOL’s New Zealand Diploma in Business, 
Cassy thought she would try it too.

“I didn’t know what I was in for at the time, but after I got 
a couple of papers under my belt and I got a job at the 
Whanganui River Māori Trust Board. I found that I was 
good with numbers and the job increased my interest 
in accounting and finance, and made me want to study 
more.”

Cassy studied the diploma part time while working 
fulltime and raising her son.

“I had great support from my whānau to help look after 
my boy. The UCOL lecturers were really great – they were 
understanding of my situation and were always on hand 
to help out with my studies.” 

Once Cassy finished the diploma, one of her lecturers 
recommended that she continue with the Bachelor of 
Applied Management, majoring in Accounting. 

“Eventually I want to be a chartered accountant, so it 
wasn’t a difficult decision for me!” says Cassy.

The UCOL degree has professional accreditation with 
Chartered Accountants New Zealand (CAANZ) and 
Certified Practising Accountants Australia (CPA Australia) 
so provides a recognised pathway for those who want to 
become Chartered Accountants.

Cassy had begun working fulltime as a Finance and 
Administration Officer at Ngā Tāngata Tiaki o Whanganui, 
before moving into a Financial Administrator role at Te 
Rūnanga o Ngā Wairiki Ngāti Apa. She was able to do 
her third-year industry project there, which involved 
transferring the business’ accounting records from MYOB 
to Xero software and digitalising all the paper records.

Now working as the organisation’s Financial Controller, 
Cassy says she is able to apply a range of skills and 
knowledge she picked up at UCOL - even from when she 
first started studying in 2006.

“In the Information Accounting Systems paper, one of our 
assignments was on Xero - how to set it up and how to 
import transactions and invoices. That was really helpful 
when I was transitioning everything from MYOB to Xero. 
The Financial Accounting paper helped me know what I 
was looking for when we had an audit. The Professional 
Practice paper helped me with CV writing and job 
interviews - I hadn’t had to write a CV in years having 
worked for the iwi for 11 years.”

Moving forward, Cassy has her sights set on studying to 
become a chartered accountant and expanding the work 
she does at Te Rūnanga o Ngā Wairiki Ngāti Apa.

 “I’m happy where I am and would like to get more into 
the investment side of the business. I have experience 
with fund managers and investment trusts, and I really 
enjoy that kind of work.”
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Services Industries  »  Business and Administration

Bachelor of Applied Management 
LEVEL 7

Bachelor of Accounting 
LEVEL 7

Graduate Diploma in 
Accounting 
LEVEL 7

Graduate Diploma 
in Operations and 
Production Management 
LEVEL 7

Graduate Diploma in 
Project Management 
LEVEL 7

Graduate Diploma in 
Business Information 
Systems 
LEVEL 7

New Zealand Diploma in Business 
LEVEL 5

New Zealand 
Certificate in Business 
(Administration and 
Technology) 
LEVEL 3

New Zealand Certificate 
in Business (Introduction 
to Team Leadership) 
LEVEL 3

New Zealand 
Certificate in Business 
(Administration and 
Technology) 
LEVEL 4

New Zealand Certificate 
in Business (Small 
Business) 
LEVEL 4

New Zealand Certificate 
in Business (First Line 
Management) 
LEVEL 4

New Zealand Certificate 
in Project Management 
LEVEL 4

Business and Administration Study Pathways
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Graduate Diploma in Accounting

LEVEL 7

Start:  July 
Duration: 1 year, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Upskill to become a professional accountant and help organisational leaders make smart financial decisions.

Gain the expertise to manage financial information and the skills to create and implement financial strategies.  This 
programme covers financial accounting, management accounting, and taxation in New Zealand. 

You will also have the opportunity to gain real-world experience by working with a local business or organisation on an 
industry project or internship.

Graduate Diploma in Operations and Production Management

LEVEL 7

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 1 year, full-time, part-time options available 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Study this qualification with UCOL’s Blended Delivery (see page 12 for more information).

Make a valuable contribution to the business world by undertaking specialist business and management training. 

 This programme will give you the knowledge and skills needed for business sustainability, supply chain management, 
resource and capacity planning, quality management, and general business and project management.

Learn how to most efficiently allocate resources and gain the skills needed to analyse, oversee, and improve the 
processes and logistics required for a profitable production company.

You will gain real-world experience by working with a local business or organisation on a project or internship, enabling 
you to make an immediate contribution to the business environment.

Graduate Diploma in Project Management

LEVEL 7

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 1 year, full-time, part-time options available 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Study this qualification with UCOL’s Blended Delivery (see page 12 for more information).

Project management is a rewarding and versatile career pathway.

Build on the knowledge you have gained at work with specialist training in project management to enhance your 
promotion prospects.

During your project management studies, you will learn the theory and practical applications of strategic management, 
human resource management, leadership, project management, change management, business analytics and 
intelligence, and organisational behaviour.

You will gain real-world experience by working with a local business or organisation on an industry project, or internship.

Services Industries  »  Business and Administration
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Graduate Diploma in Business Information Systems

LEVEL 7

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 1 year, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Develop skills in the analysis, design, development and management of business information systems.

Gain the skills to deliver valuable insights to business owners and managers by analysing use of information and 
communication technologies, and recommending future-focussed IT solutions.

This programme will teach you essential skills for guiding the development, implementation and evaluation of an 
organisation’s strategic operations. 

You will also gain real-world experience by working with a local business or organisation on an industry project, or 
internship.

Bachelor of Applied Management

LEVEL 7

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 3 years, full-time, part-time study options available 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Whanganui

With practical industry experience built into this three-year programme, as well as workplace assignments and case 
studies, UCOL’s Bachelor of Applied Management students are well prepared for a career in business and management.

 The concept of applied management is core to the degree, where students apply knowledge, skills, and capabilities in a 
variety of ways and contexts.

Majors
• Business Information Systems
• Operations and Production Management
• Project Management

Bachelor of Accounting*

LEVEL 7

Start:  TBC 
Duration: 3 years, full-time, part-time study options available 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Whanganui

Study this qualification with UCOL’s Blended Delivery (see page 12 for more information).

This programme will provide you with the specialised knowledge and skills to operate in a variety of business situations 
at both organisational and strategic levels. Graduates will be able to integrate into their work environment quickly, having 
already spent time through their course of study in a work context applying the knowledge and skills of the curriculum.

Accounting accreditation 
The Bachelor of Applied Management degree has professional accreditation with Chartered Accountants Australia and 
New Zealand (CAANZ), and Certified Practising Accountants Australia (CPA Australia) for students who undertake the 
Accounting CA major.

* Subject to approval and accreditation.

Services Industries  »  Business and Administration
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New Zealand Diploma in Business

LEVEL 5

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 1 year, full-time, part-time study options available 
Location: UCOL Manawatū, UCOL Whanganui, and UCOL Wairarapa

Start:  Monthly Intakes 
Duration: 36 weeks, full-time, part-time study options available 
Location: Study this qualification online with UCOL and eCampus NZ 

Study this qualification with UCOL’s Blended Delivery (see page 12 for more information).

Develop your business skills and learn what it takes to succeed in the New Zealand business sector, and gain the skills to 
contribute to the strategic objectives of any organisation.

You can choose to focus on Accounting, or Leadership and Management. The Accounting focus will qualify you to gain the 
academic requirements for the Chartered Accountants Australia and New Zealand (CAANZ) Accounting Technician (AT) 
designation.

New Zealand Certificate in Business (Small Business)

LEVEL 4

Start:  Monthly Intakes 
Duration: 20 weeks, full-time, part-time study options available 
Location: Study this qualification online with UCOL and eCampus NZ 

Gain the skills and knowledge to work in, start, operate, and grow a small business in New Zealand with this programme.

From developing an entrepreneurial idea, through to pitching a new business concept to investors, you will be equipped 
with all the skills and knowledge you need.

This business programme provides a strong foundation in small business and enables innovative ideas to become reality.

Services Industries  »  Business and Administration
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New Zealand Certificate in Project Management

LEVEL 4

Start:  Monthly Intakes 
Duration: 20 weeks, full-time, part-time study options available 
Location: Study this qualification online with UCOL and eCampus NZ 

Study this qualification with UCOL’s Blended Delivery (see page 12 for more information).

Develop your skills in project management.

This programme will give you the skills and knowledge to kick-start your career in project management. Businesses and 
organisations are looking for people who can manage projects on time and within budget.

New Zealand Certificate in Business (Administration and Technology)

LEVEL 4

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 20 weeks, full-time, part-time study options available 
Location: UCOL Manawatū, UCOL Whanganui, UCOL Wairarapa, and HLC Levin

Start:  Monthly Intakes 
Duration: 10 weeks per course (study at your own pace) 
Location: Study this qualification online with UCOL and eCampus NZ 

Working in business requires a broad skillset. Gain the skills and knowledge you need to excel in any office administration 
role with this programme.

You will develop technical and administrative skills that can contribute to improving performance and productivity.

New Zealand Certificate in Business (First Line Management)

LEVEL 4

Start:  Monthly Intakes 
Duration: 20 weeks, full-time, part-time study options available 
Location: Study this qualification online with UCOL and eCampus NZ 

Gain the skills and knowledge you need to effectively lead your teams as a First Line Manager.

If you have recently been appointed to a management role or are looking for a career in management, the New Zealand 
Certificate in Business (First Line Management) is ideal for you.

The online business course will give you the skills and knowledge required as a first line manager to work with your teams 
to achieve organisational goals.

Services Industries  »  Business and Administration
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Certificate in Customer Experience Management (Contact Centre) (Microcredential)

LEVEL 4

Start:  April 
Duration: 10 weeks, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Study this qualification with UCOL’s Blended Delivery (see page 12 for more information).

This programme will help you better understand the contact centre industry and develop essential knowledge and 
practical work skills through simulated and on the job experiences. A work placement is part of this programme, and will 
give you the opportunity to apply and further develop the skills that employers are looking for.

New Zealand Certificate in Business (Administration and Technology)

LEVEL 3

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 19 weeks, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū, UCOL Whanganui, UCOL Wairarapa, and HLC Levin

Start:  Monthly Intakes 
Duration: 20 weeks, full-time, part-time study options available 
Location: Study this qualification online with UCOL and eCampus NZ 

Study this qualification with UCOL’s Blended Delivery (see page 12 for more information).

Immerse yourself in the world of business and gain the skills employers need.

Gain the knowledge you need to contribute to the productivity and efficiency of an office with this programme. You will 
develop technical and administrative skills that can contribute to improving performance and productivity.

Services Industries  »  Business and Administration

New Zealand Certificate in Business (Accounting Support Services)

LEVEL 4

Start:  Monthly Intakes 
Duration: 18 weeks, full-time, part-time study options available 
Location: Study this qualification online with UCOL and eCampus NZ 

Whether you are working in an administration role or aspiring to start a career in accounting, this programme will give 
you a sound knowledge of the basics and confidence to take up accounting roles. The programme covers a range of 
accounting topics - accrual accounting, accounting for taxation, accounting software, and payroll.
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New Zealand Certificate in Business (Introduction to Small Business)

LEVEL 3

Start:  Monthly Intakes 
Duration: 19 weeks, full-time, part-time study options available 
Location: Study this qualification online with UCOL and eCampus NZ 

Gain the skills and knowledge to set up a small business.

This programme will help you identify and assess the opportunities and requirements for small business. Graduates of 
this qualification will be able to assess small business opportunities in a multi-cultural environment.

New Zealand Certificate in Business (Introduction to Team Leadership)

LEVEL 3

Start:  Monthly Intakes 
Duration: 19 weeks, full-time, part-time study options available 
Location: Study this qualification online with UCOL and eCampus NZ 

Gain essential communication and leadership skills important to getting the best performance out of your team.

If you have recently become a team leader or are aiming for a team leadership role, this programme is for you. You 
will get the skills and knowledge to make a positive contribution to your team’s performance, and help improve your 
efficiency as a leader.

Services Industries  »  Business and Administration
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Services Industries  »  Chef Training and Hospitality

CHEF TRAINING AND HOSPITALITY
 You can take your passion for food and entertaining people to the next level with UCOL’s Chef Training and Hospitality 
qualifications. Gain practical skills from industry-trained chefs in our training kitchens and restaurant.

JAZMYN WOOLSTON
Hospitality Graduate

For Jazmyn Woolston, a great day at work is putting 
smiles on her customers’ faces.

The 18-year-old has put her UCOL Food and Beverage 
Service Level 3 qualification to good use for the last eight 
months as the front of house Barista at Café Du Monde 
in Turakina, where she also takes orders and works in the 
kitchen.

“I thoroughly enjoy interacting with customers and 
getting to know the regulars. There is definitely 
something special about giving good food and service – it 
is an art!”

Jazmyn says she knew she had a passion for hospitality 
and customer service. “When I looked at UCOL’s Food 
and Beverage programme, it was perfect to help me 
start building the knowledge and skills to work in the 
industry.”

Recommended to her by teachers and friends, she was 
impressed with UCOL’s variety of opportunities. “It stood 
out to me as a very accessible learning environment with 
so much support available,” she says.

Jazmyn also found that UCOL was constantly providing 
practical and learning assistance. As a Youth Guarantee 
student, she received funding for shoes and uniforms. 
“The team were right by your side when needed.”

Jazmyn says she enjoyed the variety during her studies, 
from making coffee to creating flash cocktails. “It 
was brilliant! My lecturers Jenn and Niels made it so 
enjoyable, I take my hat off to them for their amazing 
teaching.”

She and her fellow students got work experience by 
setting up and running Ambitions, the UCOL restaurant 
that is open to the public. “That experience was super 
important – it helped me understand great customer 
service and build my confidence when dealing with 
customers. It really sharpened my skills for the workforce 
outside those walls.”

Jazmyn’s future plans and dreams are constantly 
changing. “I think right now I am happy working full time 
as it gives me the time to plan my next step. My ultimate 
goal is to own my own business, whatever that may be. 
As long as I am making people smile.”

The Youth Guarantee scheme is a government initiative 
providing learning opportunities for students to achieve 
a minimum of National Certificate of Educational 
Achievement (NCEA) level two or equivalent credits and 
create more successful transitions from school to study 
and work.
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Services Industries  »  Chef Training and Hospitality

ANDY PISETH
Diploma in Cookery Student

When Cambodian UCOL student Andy Piseth was 
younger, his mum convinced him to try a career as a 
chef. Now eighteen and mid-way through a two-year 
Diploma in Cookery, he’s happy to admits his mum was 
right. “When I plate up food, I can use my creative mind – 
I treat it as an artwork.”

Andy admits he got quite a shock that after applying to 
study in New Zealand four years ago - his application 
was accepted in only three months. “All of a sudden I 
had to believe I was actually going! Some of my friends in 
Cambodia are still waiting for placement overseas.”

Andy has left his parents and brother back in Cambodia 
and is living with his aunt and uncle in Palmerston North. 
When he arrived as a 15-year-old, Andy says his limited 
English was his main obstacle.

In Cambodia, Andy had studied English for only an hour a 
day at school. “I did not have the opportunity to practise 
much. When I got to New Zealand, I was surrounded by 
people speaking English,and they spoke so quickly! Now I 
feel my spoken and written English is at the same level as 
my Khmer (Cambodian language).”

Andy spent two years at Palmerston North Boys High 
School, where he says he was drawn to other Asian 
students. As his confidence has grown, so has his circle 
and diversity of friends.

Andy has returned to visit his family three times and now 
finds the trip – and the busy airports – far less daunting 
than his first experience.

Luckily, on his last trip he arrived back in New Zealand 
just two days before the country went into Level 4 
lockdown. Andy acknowledges the help of his UCOL 
lecturers and the International team, who he says helped 
keep him well-supported during his studies.

Andy’s parents wanted him to come to New Zealand 
to have a good future, and the aspiring chef hopes his 
qualification will give him the opportunity to travel and 
work around the world.

His grandfather, who was a chef in Cambodia, is 
especially proud, often saying to Andy “You can do it!”
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Services Industries  »  Chef Training and Hospitality

Chef Training Study Pathways

Hospitality Study Pathways

New Zealand Certificate in Baking 
LEVEL 3

New Zealand Certificate in Food and Beverage Service 
LEVEL 3

New Zealand Certificate in Cookery 
LEVEL 4

New Zealand Certificate in Food and Beverage Service 
LEVEL 4

New Zealand Diploma in Cookery (Advanced) 
LEVEL 5

New Zealand Certificate in Cookery (In-work) 
LEVEL 4

New Zealand Diploma in Cookery (Advanced) (In-work) 
LEVEL 5
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Services Industries  »  Chef Training and Hospitality  »  Chef Training

New Zealand Diploma in Cookery (Advanced)

LEVEL 5

Start:  February 
Duration: 1 year, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Gain the management and supervision skills to run a commercial kitchen, and get real-world experience with work 
placement opportunities in local restaurants.

This one-year culinary arts programme will advance your skills in professional cookery, planning, development and 
costing menus, managing staff allocations, and kitchen supervision.

Practical experience 
Our students learn from industry-trained professionals, and gain practical experience in UCOL’s commercial kitchens and 
restaurants in Manawatū and Whanganui.

Specific Entry Requirements: Successful completion of New Zealand Certificate in Cookery (Level 4) or equivalent qualifications 
and/or experience.

New Zealand Diploma in Cookery (Advanced) (In-Work)

LEVEL 5

Start:  February 
Duration: 34 weeks, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Whanganui

Study this qualification with UCOL’s Blended Delivery (see page 12 for more information).

This programme offers you the flexibility to learn while working and obtain a nationally recognised qualification.

You will learn to produce a range of complex finished dishes and various aspects of professional cooking. While you 
become competent with cooking complex dishes, you will also learn more about the kitchen management including menu 
development/food costings and culinary supervision required to progress and succeed in the industry.

Specific Entry Requirements: Successful completion of New Zealand Certificate in Cookery (Level 4) or equivalent qualifications 
and/or experience.

New Zealand Certificate in Cookery

LEVEL 4

Start:  February and August 
Duration: 1 year, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū, UCOL Whanganui, and HLC Levin

Develop your creativity in the kitchen and get hands-on work experience in our training restaurants and at events and 
functions.

Go from novice to intermediate-level trainee, covering cold larder dishes, complex preparation and presentation 
techniques, hot dishes, and a range of patisserie and desserts.

Practical experience 
Our students learn from industry-trained professionals, and gain practical experience in UCOL’s commercial kitchens and 
restaurants in Manawatū and Whanganui, as well as on our training kitchens in Wairarapa and Horowhenua.

Specific Entry Requirements: NCEA Level 2 or equivalent.

CHEF TRAINING
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Services Industries  »  Chef Training and Hospitality  »  Chef Training

New Zealand Certificate in Cookery (In-Work)

LEVEL 4

Start:   January, July, and October 
Duration: 34 weeks, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū, UCOL Whanganui, and UCOL Wairarapa

Study this qualification with UCOL’s Blended Delivery (see page 12 for more information).

This programme offers you the flexibility to learn while working and obtain a nationally recognised qualification.

You will learn to produce a range of complex finished dishes and various aspects of professional cooking. While you 
become competent with cooking complex dishes, you will also learn and develop the attitude and drive required to 
succeed in the industry.

Specific Entry Requirements: NCEA Level 2 or equivalent.

New Zealand Certificate in Manaaki Marae – Te Nihowera, Te Ringawera

LEVEL 3

Start:  Cohort-based enrolments on demand 
Duration: 19 weeks 
Location: Marae based

This programme sees preparation and cookery of kai Māori interwoven with te reo Māori and tikanga, delivered in a 
kaupapa Māori context. It can be arranged in partnership with local iwi subject to suitable site delivery and ākonga 
number.

New Zealand Certificate in Baking

LEVEL 3

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 19 weeks, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Whanganui

Take your baking skills to the next level, and gain on industry-recognised qualification.

This intensive bakery programme will get you to master the essentials of baking and pastry production. With a hands-on 
approach, you will learn how to make breads and dough, pastry products, cakes and sponges, and small goods bakery. 
Students will also learn how to produce commercial volumes to be sold in retail shops or restaurants.

You will be able to work safely with limited supervision in a factory or craft bakery. Employers will value your familiarity 
with baking industry standards, and the ability to adapt to their specific production environment.

Specific Entry Requirements: NCEA Level 1 or equivalent knowledge and skills.
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Services Industries  »  Chef Training and Hospitality  »  Hospitality

New Zealand Certificate in Food and Beverage Service

LEVEL 4

Start:  July 
Duration: 19 weeks, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and HLC Levin

Gain supervisory skills for a broad range of food and beverage outlets along with real-world experience at events and 
functions.

This programme will teach you how to interact with colleagues and customers so you can provide a memorable, high-
quality dining experience, by covering operational restaurant and beverage services, and hospitality service standards.

Practical experience 
Our students learn from industry-trained professionals, and gain practical experience in UCOL’s commercial kitchen and 
restaurant in Manawatū.

Specific Entry Requirements: Applicants should have completed the New Zealand Certificate in Food and Beverage Service  
(Level 3) with strands in Café Services and Functions Services, or an equivalent Level 3 qualification 
in hospitality.

New Zealand Certificate in Food and Beverage Service

LEVEL 3

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 19 weeks, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and HLC Levin

Grain practical skills and an industry-recognised qualification.

Learn the essentials of working in hospitality with this programme. You will prepare and serve the types of food and 
beverages offered at cafés and functions, and develop professional skills that employers value.

Practical experience 
Our students learn from industry-trained professionals and gain practical experience in UCOL’s commercial kitchen and 
restaurant in Manawatū.

Specific Entry Requirements: NCEA Level 1 or equivalent knowledge and skills.

HOSPITALITY
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Services Industries  »  Commercial Road Transport

COMMERCIAL ROAD TRANSPORT
Be part of the chain that brings goods to everyone in New Zealand with a qualification in Commercial Road Transport. 

New Zealand Certificate in Commercial Road Transport (Heavy Vehicle Operator)

LEVEL 3

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 17 weeks 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Wairarapa

Learn the skills and knowledge to operate heavy vehicles.

Whether you’re an experienced heavy vehicle driver or a beginner, this programme will help enhance your driving skills. 
It will prepare you to be a competent and safe heavy vehicle operator, with better job prospects in a variety of industries. 
You will gain practical skills and knowledge beyond just what is required to get your licence.

New Zealand Certificate in Commercial Road Transport Skills

LEVEL 3

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 17 weeks 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Wairarapa

Learn the skills for an entry-level role in vehicle loading or yard duties.

If you are interested in getting into the road transport industry, yet have little or no prior learning or experience, gain 
skills employers value with this programme.
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SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY SERVICES
Social and Community Services will allow you to work with 
people of different ages, life stages, abilities, and cultures, while 
giving back to the community.
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Social and Community Services  »  Education

EDUCATION
Take your passion for people and gain a teaching qualification.

EVIE DEWES
Early Childhood Education and Care Graduate

Evie Dewes was in the first class for the New Zealand 
Diploma in Early Childhood Education and Care at 
UCOL Wairarapa, and now she’s excited to start her first 
fulltime teaching job.

Evie had always wanted to work with children in some 
way. While in Year 12 at St. Matthew’s Collegiate School 
she decided that early childhood education was for her.

“I want to help bring up the next generation and provide 
them with a great learning environment,” says Evie.

The thing Evie enjoyed the most about her time at UCOL 
was getting to know her lecturers and classmates and 
how supportive they all were.

As part of her studies, Evie completed practicums at 
two local early childhood centres. The experience was 
valuable as she got to learn more about preparing 
activities for children and how centres have their own 
philosophies that they follow.

While working towards her diploma, Evie decided 
that she wanted to take on further study, so UCOL 
staff worked with Te Rito Maioha to cross credit her 
course towards a degree. This allowed Evie to smoothly 
transition into the second year of Te Rito Maioha’s 
Bachelor of Teaching (ECE).

During her degree studies, Evie did relieving work at 
BestStart centers in Hamilton and Taupo, and at a 
privately-owned Taupo centre. This ultimately helped her 
secure a fulltime job at BestStart Richmond Kindy after 
she graduated.

Now a fully qualified teacher, Evie is excited about 
what the future holds and is excited about getting fully 
registered

“The best part about working with children is that every 
day is different.”
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Social and Community Services  »  Education  »  Early Childhood Education

Early Childhood Education Study Pathways

Te Tohu Paetahi Akoranga: Bachelor of Teaching (Early Childhood Education)  
LEVEL 7

New Zealand Certificate in Early Childhood Education 
and Care  
LEVEL 4

New Zealand Certificate in Early Childhood Education 
and Care (In-work / home-based) 
LEVEL 4

New Zealand Diploma in Early Childhood Education and Care 
LEVEL 5

New Zealand Certificate in Early Childhood Education and Care 
LEVEL 3

Entry Requirements: Our Early Childhood programmes require specific entry criteria such as a police check and 
declaration of any previous criminal convictions.

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
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Social and Community Services  »  Education  »  Early Childhood Education

Te Tohu Paetahi Akoranga: Bachelor of Teaching (Early Childhood Education)

LEVEL 7

Start:  February 
Duration: 3 years, full-time (two days a week on-campus)* 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Wairarapa

This programme offers you the opportunity to gain a professional qualification as a registered Early Childhood Teacher 
leading directly to employment opportunities. This is a field-based teacher education programme which provides a 
balance between theory, research and practice. Field-based education enables you to regularly apply your classroom 
learning. It allows you to undertake study and attain a teaching qualification while in employment or working voluntarily 
in an early childhood setting. 

You will attend classes two days a week and undertake a minimum of 12 hours per week in a licensed early childhood 
education service.

Specific Entry Requirements: All applicants must undergo police vetting in accordance with the Children’s Act 2014. Prior to 
beginning the academic year to undertake field-base teacher education, all enrolled students 
must be working (employed or voluntary) for a minimum of 12 hours a week in a licensed early 
childhood setting, during the UCOL semester, and be supported at the setting by a qualified mentor 
teacher who is registered and holds a current full practicing certificate.

* New Zealand Diploma in Early Childhood Education and Care Level 5 graduates may be eligible to enter year 2 of the degree programme. 
Conditions apply.

New Zealand Diploma in Early Childhood Education and Care

LEVEL 5

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 1 year, full-time (2 days per week on campus & 2 days per week field based) 
Location: UCOL Manawatū, UCOL Whanganui, and UCOL Wairarapa

Learn the skills to work in a range of early childhood contexts, working professionally and collaboratively to provide 
education and care of infants, toddlers and young children.

The Diploma has been developed in partnership with iwi to ensure inclusion of local culturally competent practices that 
include history, stories and knowledge that can be shared confidently with tamariki in an early childhood setting.

This locally driven curriculum will ensure the whakapapa of the area is entwined in the early childhood teaching practices, 
and meets the growing need for educators to be able to incorporate te reo and Tikanga in the day-to-day delivery of Te 
Whāriki. This programme has been designed to ensure that there is a balanced delivery of practical and theory based 
learning.

The New Zealand Diploma in Early Childhood Education and Care is offered as a blended delivery programme with one 
day a week on-campus.

Work Experience 
As part of your studies, you will participate in 120 hours of practicum studies in an early childhood setting organised by 
UCOL.

Specific Entry Requirements: All applicants must undergo police vetting in accordance with the Children’s Act 2014. Prior to 
beginning the academic year to undertake field-base teacher education, all enrolled students 
must be working (employed or voluntary) for a minimum of 12 hours a week in a licensed early 
childhood setting, during the UCOL semester, and be supported at the setting by a qualified mentor 
teacher who is registered and holds a current full practicing certificate.
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Social and Community Services  »  Education  »  Early Childhood Education

New Zealand Certificate in Early Childhood Education and Care (In-work / home-based)

LEVEL 4

Start:  Cohort-based enrolments on demand 
Duration: 19 weeks 
Location: Throughout UCOL partners across New Zealand

If you are currently working with infants, toddlers or young children in a home-based sector, but lack a formal Level 4 
qualification, UCOL can assist you.

This programme is specifically designed for those already working within the Early Childhood Education and Care Sector. 
It offers various delivery options, including evening and weekend classes, and/or online at a time that suits you.

This course is currently delivered through one night a week tutorials (2 hours approx.) and every 3rd Saturday (4 hours 
approx.). The delivery could be on your local campus or at your workplace/home-based office.

Depending on your existing skills and experience, you may be able to apply to have the practicum component of 
this programme credited towards the qualification, leaving only three courses to complete. This reduces the time 
commitment and workload required to complete the NZ Cert ECE Level 4 qualification.

We have high success rates for the programme, with an overall pass rate of 90%. We ensure that you are well supported 
throughout your study, and we set you up for success from the start.

Fees-Free 
UCOL has been awarded a Ministry of Education contract to help home-based educators throughout New Zealand to gain 
the New Zealand Certificate in Early Childhood Education Level 4. In addition to the government’s fees-free scheme, this 
means for home-based ECE staff, your fees and student service levy are covered, making the programme 100% free.

New Zealand Certificate in Early Childhood Education and Care

LEVEL 3

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 19 weeks, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū, UCOL Whanganui, UCOL Wairarapa, and UCOL Horowhenua

Learn how to care for infants, toddlers and young children as an entry-level carer in an early childhood centre with this 
programme. It covers health, safety and nutrition, caring for young children, development and learning, as well as how to 
develop educational programmes for infants, toddlers and young children.

Work Experience 
As part of this programme, you will take on a practicum placement in an early childhood setting to put your learning into 
practice.

New Zealand Certificate in Early Childhood Education and Care

LEVEL 4

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 19 weeks, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū, UCOL Whanganui, UCOL Wairarapa, and UCOL Horowhenua

This programme will provide you with the opportunity pathway into a rewarding career caring for infants, toddlers, and 
young children. 

You will gain skills to work in multicultural settings, and play a key role enhancing family and community relationships.

Work Experience 
As part of your studies, you will participate in 60 hours of practicum studies in an early childhood setting organised by 
UCOL.
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Social and Community Services  »  Education  »  Adult Teaching

New Zealand Certificate in Adult and Tertiary Teaching

LEVEL 5

Start:  Monthly Intakes 
Duration: 44 weeks, part-time 
Location: Study this qualification online with UCOL and eCampus NZ 

Gain the skills you need to teach adults in a post-compulsory educational setting.

This programme is ideal for individuals who facilitate in-community education, teach at a polytechnic or private teaching 
establishment, or if you are a workplace trainer. It is structured for direct application to teaching practice.

You will be provided with opportunity to build on your understanding of educational theory and ideas through experience 
with, and critical reflection of, a repertoire of strategies for use in teaching and learning, assessment, and programme 
design.

New Zealand Certificate in Adult Literacy and Numeracy Education (Vocational/Workplace)

LEVEL 5

Start:  Monthly Intakes 
Duration: 28 weeks, part-time 
Location: Study this qualification online with UCOL and eCampus NZ 

Learn how to enhance your teaching practices through the application of strategies to increase the literacy and numeracy 
skills of your learners with this programme.

This Certificate is ideal for tutors who are adult educators, workplace trainers, teaching support staff, workplace mentors, 
and learning designers.

Specific Entry Requirements: During your studies, you need to ensure you have access to learners so you can deliver sessions 
and an observation can be completed as part of the assessment requirements. You must be 
working with learners in a post-secondary environment and must meet the requirements of the 
Children’s Act 2014.

ADULT TEACHING
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Social and Community Services  »  Education  »  Adult Teaching

New Zealand Certificate in Language Teaching

LEVEL 4

Start:  TBC 
Duration: 13 weeks, full-time 
Location: Online with a one-hour in-class tutorial each week at UCOL Manawatū

Become a language teacher and let your skills take you around the language world.

This programme will give you the basic knowledge and skills to become an English teacher in Aotearoa and overseas. 
This introductory Teaching English for speakers of other languages (TESOL) programme represents a foundation level 
qualification for a language educator practising under broad professional guidance.

This qualification includes practical teaching experience with second language teachers.

Specific Entry Requirements: Candidates will be proficient users of the target language, which may be English or any other 
language.

Certificate in Work-Based Assessment (Training Scheme)

LEVEL 4

Start:  TBC 
Duration: 17 weeks 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

If work-based assessment forms part of your role as a supervisor or manager, this programme is for you.

Learn how to assess apprentices or trainees against vocational standards. The skills you learn will build your 
competencies as a supervisor or manager, and will add value to other areas of your daily work-life.

The course comprises attending a workshop at UCOL and undertaking two supervised workplace assessments at your 
organisation, for which you will write-up.

Specific Entry Requirements: Applicants must provide a supportive statement from their supervisor or manager.
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Social and Community Services  »  Education  »  Language and Culture

Enhance your communication skills with UCOL’s suite of language and culture programmes.

WARREN MAXWELL
Te Reo Māori Graduate

Warren Maxwell is well known for his music career with 
bands Trinity Roots, Little Bushman, and Fat Freddy’s 
Drop. In the early days of Trinity Roots, Warren started 
learning te reo Māori to reconnect with his whakapapa. 
Now with a Level 4 Te Reo Māori qualification under his 
belt, Warren is proud to be teaching beginner classes at 
UCOL Wairarapa.

“Over the last 20 years, I had been picking up te reo as I 
went. My mum is a fluent speaker, so I sat with her and 
kōrero i te reo Māori, but I wanted to dedicate more time 
to learning the language,” says Warren.

Warren enrolled in UCOL Wairarapa’s Te Pōkaitahi Reo 
(Reo Rua) (Te Kaupae 4) – New Zealand Certificate in Te 
Reo (Bilingual) ( Level 4) – after hearing that kaumātua 
Mike Kawana was teaching the programme.

“I have known matua Mike for a few years, so it is a real 
privilege to hear him talk about his passion for te reo and 
Wairarapatanga.”

“I love the laid-back relaxed approach of Mike’s teaching. 
He takes away the stress of traditional academic learning. 
I feel like I learn more when I’m not stressing out!”

Warren enjoyed hanging out and sharing stories with his 
classmates.

“Our cohort was diverse, with a wide range of ages. Most 
of the students have whakapapa to this area, so I loved 
hearing stories of Wairarapa and people’s connections to 
the region.”

After completing Te Pōkaitahi Reo (Reo Rua) (Te Kaupae 
4), Warren joined the UCOL teaching team as a mentor 
for the Te Reo Māori for Beginners programme. He 
brings plenty of teaching experience to the role, as he 
is also an Associate Professor of Commercial Music at 
Massey University in Wellington. 

“I appreciate the opportunity to study and teach te reo 
Māori at UCOL. I see there is a growing demand from all 
sectors of our community to learn te reo – people are 
starting to realise the beauty and value of our language.”

“Studying Level 4 gave me the confidence to teach te reo. 
One of my biggest challenges was feeling inadequate as 
Māori because I didn’t know the language or that I was 
saying things the wrong way. Matua Mike encouraged 
us to make mistakes and realise that making mistakes is 
part of the learning.”

Warren says he’s enjoying being able to teach two 
subjects that he has long-held passions for. 

“I would be happy if I could continue doing what I’m 
doing – teaching a bit of music, a bit of te reo Māori, 
and maintaining a happy whānau at home. I love being 
engaged with my community of Featherston as well. I 
feel very lucky and privileged to be a small cog in a big 
wheel.”

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
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Social and Community Services  »  Education  »  Language and Culture  »  English Language

English Language Study Pathways

New Zealand Certificate in English Language (Applied) 
LEVEL 3

New Zealand Certificate in English Language (Academic) 
LEVEL 4

New Zealand Certificate in English Language (Academic) 
LEVEL 5

New Zealand Certificate in English Language (General) 
LEVEL 3

New Zealand Certificate in English Language (Academic)

LEVEL 5

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 19 weeks 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

You will study reading, writing, listening, and speaking at an advanced level to support you to communicate with fluency 
and flexibility in professional and academic contexts.

New Zealand Certificate in English Language (Academic)

LEVEL 4

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 19 weeks, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

If you need to improve your English to study at Diploma or Degree level, this programme is for you.

This programme will provide students with the language skills needed to communicate independently and effectively in 
familiar, and some less familiar, situations with fluency and flexibility in everyday/social/community, workplace and/or 
academic English language contexts.

This qualification is at a level comparable to the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) B2.
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New Zealand Certificate in English Language (Applied)

LEVEL 3

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 19 weeks, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Increase your confidence and fluency in academic, community or employment English language contexts with this 
programme. This English Language skills programme will help you gain the confidence in studying and thriving in an 
English speaking country.

New Zealand Certificate in English Language (General)

LEVEL 3

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 19 weeks, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Gain the English language skills you need to embark on further study and improve your IELTS or TOEFL score with this 
programme.

Our very experienced and highly qualified tutors will help you improve your English for daily life, work and/or study, 
enabling you to become an active learner inside and outside the classroom.

Graduates will gain the language skills required to communicate in most situations with some independence and fluency 
in order to participate in everyday/social/community, workplace and/or academic English language contexts. This 
qualification is at a level comparable to the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) B1.
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Social and Community Services  »  Education  »  Language and Culture  »  Adult Community Education  » Māori Studies

UCOL offers a variety of fees-free programmes designed to help increase your skills and expand your knowledge.

Adult Community Education (ACE) aims to provide community-based education, foundation skills, and pathways into 
other learning opportunities that meet our communities’ learning needs.

Programmes Include:
• Computing Courses
• Sign Language, Māori Language, and Samoan Language
• Literacy and Numeracy Courses

Visit UCOL’s website for more information.

ADULT COMMUNITY EDUCATION

MĀORI STUDIES
Te reo Māori is the indigenous language of Aotearoa. It is central to Māori culture and identity, and is a big part of the 
heritage of New Zealand.

Te Pōkaitahi Reo (Rumaki) (Te Kaupae 5)

Te Pōkaitahi Reo (Reo Rua) (Te Kaupae 4)

Māori Studies Study Pathways

Te Reo Māori for Beginners

Te Reo Māori Intermediate

Te Pōkaitahi Reo (Te Kaupae 3)

Te Pōkaitahi Reo (Rumaki) (Te Kaupae 5)

LEVEL 5

Start:  February 
Duration: 1 year, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

This programme is intended for people who would 
feel confident within a total immersion Te Reo Māori 
environment . This programme is for those wanting to 
contribute positively to the development of te reo, or 
those with a personal and/or professional interest in te 
reo Māori.

As a graduate of this programme you will be able to 
communicate independently in te reo and express 
ideas and theories in a wide range of familiar and some 
less familiar situations with fluency and flexibility. In 
addition to the acquisition of the language, you will have 
developed technical knowledge in te reo.
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Social and Community Services  »  Education  »  Language and Culture  »  Adult Community Education  » Māori Studies

Te Pōkaitahi Reo (Reo Rua) (Te Kauape 4)

LEVEL 4

Start:  February 
Duration: 1 year, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū, UCOL Whanganui, and 
UCOL Wairarapa

This programme is designed to extend your knowledge 
of te reo to an advanced intermediate-level, including 
regional language variances. You will develop a shared 
appreciation for and contribute to the development of te 
reo kia tika, kia rere and kia Māori.

Graduates will have the skills and knowledge to 
communicate in te reo with fluency and increasing 
flexibility in everyday whānau, marae, social/community, 
workplace and/or academic contexts, and in broader 
aspects of te reo Māori.

Te Pōkaitahi Reo (Te Kaupae 3)

LEVEL 3

Start:  February 
Duration: 1 year, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Wairarapa

This programme is designed to extend your knowledge 
of te reo to an intermediate-level, including regional 
language variances. You will develop a shared 
appreciation for and contribute to the development of te 
reo kia tika, kia rere and kia Māori.

Graduates will have the skills and knowledge to start 
talking in te reo with fluency and increasing flexibility in 
everyday whānau, marae, social/community contexts, 
and in broader aspects of te reo Māori.

Te Reo Māori Intermediate

Start:  May, July, and October 
Duration: 10 weeks, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū, UCOL Whanganui, UCOL 
Wairarapa, and UCOL Horowhenua

This is a Free ACE Programme (see page 59 for more 
information).

This programme is designed for people with some 
experience in te reo who are looking to take the next 
step. You will learn about Māori customs and protocols, 
both traditional and contemporary, while developing 
basic conversational te reo Māori skills.

Te Reo Māori for Beginners

Start:  May, July, and October 
Duration: 10 weeks, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū, UCOL Whanganui, UCOL 
Wairarapa, and UCOL Horowhenua

This is a Free ACE Programme (see page 59 for more 
information).

This is a relaxed conversational style course that will 
introduce you to basic te reo Māori. Learn greetings and 
farewells, numbers, asking and saying how you are, basic 
mihimihi, pronunciation, and rules of the Marae (dos and 
don’ts when visiting a Marae).
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Social and Community Services  »  Education  »  Language and Culture  »  Adult Community Education  »  Sign Language

SIGN LANGUAGE
New Zealand Sign Language is an official language of 
New Zealand and is used by our Deaf community.

Sign Language Study Pathways

Sign in the Workplace Immersion Sign 
Language

Introduction to Sign Language

Conversational Sign Language

Sign Language in the Workplace

Start:  TBC 
Duration: 10 weeks, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

This is a Free ACE Programme (see page 59 for more 
information).

This interactive language is fun to learn and knowing the 
basics will help your conversations with those who are 
hearing impaired and/or non-verbal communications 
within your workplace. You will learn customer service 
exchanges and information sharing.

Conversational Sign Language

Start:  May and October 
Duration: 10 weeks, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Whanganui

This is a Free ACE Programme (see page 59 for more 
information).

This interactive language is fun to learn, and knowing 
how to converse about daily life will help you in your 
conversations with Deaf people.

Immersion Sign Language

Start:  TBC 
Duration: 10 weeks, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

This is a Free ACE Programme (see page 59 for more 
information).

This course is for those who already have the basics of 
New Zealand Sign Language and who want to enhance 
their learning in an immersion environment. Come along 
prepared to learn in this context.

Introduction to Sign Language

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 10 weeks, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Whanganui

This is a Free ACE Programme (see page 59 for more 
information).

This interactive language is fun to learn and knowing the 
basics will help your conversations with Deaf people. You 
will learn basic greetings and the alphabet.
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Social and Community Services  »  Education  »  Language and Culture  »  Adult Community Education  »  Samoan Language

SAMOAN LANGUAGE
Samoan Language is the third most spoken language in 
New Zealand, you can join the conversation at UCOL.

Samoan Language Study Pathways

Ole Gagana Samoa Beginners

Ole Gagana Samoa 
LEVEL 2

Ole Gagana Samoa

LEVEL 2

Start:  May and October 
Duration: 10 weeks, part-time 
Location: Ngāti Apa Education Centre, Marton

This is a Free ACE Programme (see page 59 for more 
information).

This programme will help you gain an understanding of 
Samoan culture, and provide an opportunity for you to 
learn and practice the Samoan language. Once complete 
you will have an entry-level knowledge, understanding 
and application of place-based curriculum support, 
focusing on culture, language, and identity. You will be 
able to talk and communicate with peers. 

Ole Gagana Samoa Beginners

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 10 weeks, part-time 
Location: Ngāti Apa Education Centre, Marton 

This is a Free ACE Programme (see page 59 for more 
information).

This programme will provide you with introductory 
knowledge of Gagana Samoa and Culture. It will give you  
the opportunity to raise the visibility of the language.
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COMMUNITY COMPUTING

Learn, update, or refresh the essential computer skills 
needed to get connected, take on tertiary study, or get 
ahead in your job.

Introduction to Computing

Start:  Anytime 
Duration: 80 hours, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Whanganui

This is a Free ACE Programme (see page 59 for more 
information).

Gain confidence using a computer with this course.

Begin your learning experience with 80 hours of free 
learning at your own pace in a facilitated environment. 
You choose the hours you wish to study and the 
facilitators are there to assist you when you need it.

Introduction to Microsoft Word

Start:  Anytime 
Duration: 40 hours, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Whanganui

This is a Free ACE Programme (see page 59 for more 
information).

Learn the basics of word processing.

Whether you need to write a report, letter, invitation, or 
resume, Microsoft Word is the tool to use. Learn how 
to create any kind of document with 40 hours of free 
learning at your own pace in a facilitated environment. 
You choose the hours you wish to study and the 
facilitators are there to assist you when you need it.

Introduction to Microsoft Excel

Start:  Anytime 
Duration: 40 hours, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Whanganui

This is a Free ACE Programme (see page 59 for more 
information).

Learn the basics of spreadsheets.

Whether you need to organise a large amount of 
information, analyse, or present data, Microsoft Excel is 
the tool to use. Learn how to work with spreadsheets in 
40 hours of free learning at your own pace in a facilitated 
environment. You choose the hours you wish to study 
and the facilitators are there to assist you when you  
need it.
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Introduction to Microsoft PowerPoint

Start:  Anytime 
Duration: 40 hours, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Whanganui

This is a Free ACE Programme (see page 59 for more 
information).

Learn the basics of creating a presentation.

Effective presentations are organised, have a logical 
structure and look professional. Learn how to tell a 
story supported by an effective presentation in 40 
hours of free learning at your own pace in a facilitated 
environment. You choose the hours you wish to study 
and the facilitators are there to assist you when you  
need it.

Introduction to Microsoft Publisher

Start:  Anytime 
Duration: 40 hours, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Whanganui

This is a Free ACE Programme (see page 59 for more 
information).

Learn how to design professional documents.

Whether you wish to create a flyer, newsletter, card or 
calendar, Microsoft Publisher is the tool to use. Learn 
how to combine images and text in an impactful way 
to create professional documents in 40 hours of free 
learning at your own pace in a facilitated environment. 
You choose the hours you wish to study and the 
facilitators are there to assist you when you need it.

Introduction to Access

Start:  Anytime 
Duration: 40 hours, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Whanganui

This is a Free ACE Programme (see page 59 for more 
information).

Learn the basics of databases.

Whether you need to organise a large amount of 
information, generate reports or analyse data, Microsoft 
Access is the tool to use. Learn how to work with 
databases in 40 hours of free learning at your own pace 
in a facilitated environment. You choose the hours you 
wish to study and the facilitators are there to assist you 
when you need it.



65This prospectus is intended as a guide only. Programme details are subject to change. Please refer to ucol.ac.nz for the most up-to-date information.

Social and Community Services  »  Education  »  Language and Culture  »  Adult Community Education  »  Literacy and Numeracy

Literacy Level 2

Start:  Anytime 
Duration: 100 hours, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Whanganui

This is a Free ACE Programme (see page 59 for more 
information).

This course will help you towards achieving essential 
NCEA Literacy Credits.

This self-paced course will cover the following credits:
• Produce a personal targeted
• Demonstrate knowledge of job search skills
• Produce a plan for own future directions
• Explore career options and their implications

Literacy Level 1

Start:  Anytime 
Duration: 100 hours, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Whanganui

This is a Free ACE Programme (see page 59 for more 
information).

This course will help you towards achieving essential 
NCEA Literacy Credits.

This self-paced course will cover the following credits:
• Write to communicate ideas for a purpose and 

audience
• Read texts with understanding
• Actively participate in spoken interactions

Numeracy Level 2

Start:  Anytime 
Duration: 100 hours, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Whanganui

This is a Free ACE Programme (see page 59 for more 
information).

This course will help you towards achieving essential 
NCEA Numeracy Credits.

This self-paced course will cover the following credits:
• Make an informed decision relating to personal 

income and explain its impacts
• Explain taxation and other deductions relating to 

personal income
• Describe the financial responsibilities and 

consequences of tertiary study funding options
• Produce a balanced household budget and adjust the 

budget to reflect changing financial circumstances

Numeracy Level 1

Start:  Anytime 
Duration: 100 hours, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Whanganui

This is a Free ACE Programme (see page 59 for more 
information).

This course will help you towards achieving essential 
NCEA Numeracy Credits.

This self-paced course will cover the following credits:
• Use numbers to solve problems
• Interpret statiscal information for a purpose
• Use measurement to solve problems

LITERACY AND NUMERACY
Develop practical and academic skills at UCOL to help with further study or employment.
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HEALTH AND APPLIED SCIENCE
Get practical experience, and the skills you will need for a rewarding career in Health and Sciences.

Graduate Certificate in Infection Risk Management*

LEVEL 7

Start:  February 
Duration: TBC 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Whanganui

This programme is designed to prepare graduates to seek roles within the specialist field of infection risk management. 
You will develop the skills and knowledge to implement infection risk management principles and processes within health 
related organisations and environments.

* Subject to approval and accreditation.

Cutting your Diabetes Risk in Half (Microcredential)

LEVEL 4

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 20 weeks, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

This programme will help you improve your health coaching expertise related to type 2 diabetes prevention and 
management. It is designed for people who are part of a community health team, want to enhance current knowledge, or 
to those who want to learn about the main intervention strategies for prediabetes and type 2 diabetes.

HEALTH AND WELLBEING
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Stay Well to Stay Strong (Microcredential)

LEVEL 3

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 20 weeks, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

This programme will prepare you to function as a health literary coach within your community. This programme will teach 
you how to raise awareness about the risk of type 2 diabetes and work with members of your community to identify and 
reduce diabetes risks.

New Zealand Certificate in Study and Career Preparation (Health Pathway)

LEVEL 3

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 19 weeks, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

If you are aspiring to study nursing, applied sciences (laboratory science or exercise and wellness), veterinary nursing, 
animal care, or other health related programmes offered at other polytechnics, but do not have the entry requirements, 
this programme is for you.

It covers a variety of subjects that will equip you with academic skills for higher-level study in health science, as well as 
core subjects in career and study skills and communication skills. You will study bioscience for health and mathematics 
for health.
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Social and Community Services  »  Health and Applied Science  »  Nursing

NURSING
Are you ready for a rewarding and challenging career in Nursing? UCOL’s Nursing programme will provide you with the 
knowledge and training to become a highly-skilled nurse.

OLIVIA BROWN
Nursing Graduate

Nursing is more than just a field of study or career for 
Olivia Brown – it’s a family tradition that she’s proudly 
taking forward. After watching the joy being a nurse 
brought to her grandmother and aunty, Olivia is 
committed to nursing as a career.

The 21-year-old lives on a lifestyle block near Bulls, where 
she helps look after calves, lambs, cats, and dogs. After 
completing Feilding High School, she pursued a Bachelor 
of Nursing at UCOL.

“One of the things that appealed to me the most about 
nursing was that it’s ever evolving. I like being able to 
continue developing my practical and theoretical skills as 
a nurse,” says Olivia. 

Being a kinesthetic learner, Olivia found UCOL’s learning 
style beneficial. “I liked having smaller classes which 
allowed for a more one-to-one teaching environment. 
UCOL also allocates personal tutors that work alongside 
you throughout your time there, which was invaluable,” 
she adds.

Olivia says connecting with like-minded individuals at 
UCOL supported her learning journey. “I’m especially 
thankful for two opportunities that UCOL provided. One 
was taking part in the Tauira Neehi Māori Rōpū following 
the Māori nurse’s hui that a group of us attended last 
year. The rōpū is close to my heart because it helped 
me embrace my culture and flourish as the nurse I am 
today,” she says.

“I also want to thank UCOL for the Kia Ora Hauora 
workshops they offered. They supported me in ultimately 
winning the Ministry of Health Hauora scholarship.”

Olivia is currently working at the Palmerston North 
Hospital, where she’s undertaking her New Entrant to 
Nursing Practice. She works in the operating theatre as 
a registered nurse specialising in Ophthalmology (eyes) 
and Ear, Nose, and Throat surgeries. “I absolutely love 
working in the theatre where I’m constantly improving 
my critical nursing knowledge,” she says.

Olivia’s nursing kaupapa is to provide autonomous and 
collaborative care, advocacy for patients, and care of 
whakapapa from across the motu. Her plans include 
undertaking post-graduation study and eventually 
gaining a Master of Nursing. “At this point, though, I’m 
happy exercising my nursing kaupapa.”



69This prospectus is intended as a guide only. Programme details are subject to change. Please refer to ucol.ac.nz for the most up-to-date information.

Social and Community Services  »  Health and Applied Science  »  Nursing

Nursing Study Pathways

New Zealand Certificate in Study and Career Preparation (Nursing Pathway) 
LEVEL 4

New Zealand Diploma in Enrolled Nursing 
LEVEL 5

Bachelor of Nursing 
LEVEL 7

Bachelor of Nursing

LEVEL 7

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 3 years, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū, UCOL Whanganui, and UCOL Wairarapa

This programme provides learning opportunities to enable you to become a New Zealand Registered Nurse, providing 
competent, comprehensive nursing care. 

Successful completion of this programme is achieved with the meeting of Nursing Council of New Zealand Competencies 
for Registered Nurses.

The personal approach from our industry-experienced lecturers sets UCOL apart, and gives our graduates an excellent 
professional reputation both in Aotearoa and overseas.

Each student is assigned with a personal tutor personal tutor to guide them right through their nursing journey. 
Supporting students through the curriculum, which includes 160 hours of clinical placements in the first year. Later in the 
programme, these clinical experiences will include primary health care, medical and surgical, and mental health settings.

For over 30 years, UCOL’s Nurse Education Team has ensured industry relevant education to prepare graduates for a 
professional career as registered nurses.

Entry Requirements: Some of our Nursing and Health programmes require specific entry criteria such as a police check, 
declaration of any previous criminal convictions, and a health declaration form.

Certificate in Competency Assessment for Registered Nurses

LEVEL 7

Start:  January, March, August, and October 
Duration: 12 weeks, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Wairarapa

The aim of this short course is to provide registered nurses with the opportunity to demonstrate competence against the 
Nursing Council of New Zealand (NCNZ) Competencies for Registered Nurses.

Applications are assessed on an individual basis and in accordance with the requirements of the Health Practitioners 
Competence Assurance Act 2003.

Specific Entry Requirements: Candidates must be either NCNZ registered nurses who have been out of nursing workforce 
for over 5 years, or Nurses who hold a registration from another country and meet the NCNZ 
requirements to undertake a Competence Assessment Programme.
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Social and Community Services  »  Health and Applied Science  »  Nursing

New Zealand Diploma in Enrolled Nursing

LEVEL 5

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 40 weeks 
Location: UCOL Manawatū, UCOL Whanganui, and UCOL Wairarapa*

Gain a nursing qualification that prepares you for practice.

This programme will equip you with theoretical knowledge and practical experience needed for a successful career in the 
health care industry. 

This qualification enables you to meet Nursing Council of New Zealand competencies for enrolled nurses, and prepares 
you for practice under the direction and delegation of a Registered Nurse or any other health professional.

Enrolled Nurses work as part of a team to contribute to care planning and deliver nursing care to health consumers in 
community, residential or hospital settings. They are accountable for their nursing actions, and practice competently in 
accordance with legislation, to their level of knowledge and experience.

* Students in Horowhenua can study via Manawatū, simulation and practical delivery occurs in Horowhenua. 

New Zealand Certificate in Study and Career Preparation (Nursing Pathway)

LEVEL 4

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 19 weeks, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū, UCOL Whanganui, and UCOL Wairarapa

If you are aspiring to study nursing at tertiary level, but don’t have the entry requirements, this programme is for you. 

Students will sharpen study techniques, written and oral communication skills, and research their chosen pathway. 
Numeracy skills relevant to health and science are covered as well as background theory and practice in biology, 
microbiology, and chemistry. 

This course will also suit students who are returning to study, and wish to revise their science and health knowledge 
before embarking on a nursing degree.
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Social and Community Services  »  Health and Applied Science  »  Health and Wellbeing  »  Mental Health

New Zealand Certificate in Health and Wellbeing (Social and Community Services) with 
Strand in Mental Health and Addiction Support

LEVEL 4

Start:  March 
Duration: 1 year, full-time, part-time options available 
Location: UCOL Manawatū, UCOL Whanganui, and UCOL Wairarapa

Develop the knowledge and skills to support people in mental health and addiction issues.

If you are working in the industry or are interested in a career supporting the health and wellbeing of people, this 
programme will provide you with an entry-level qualification.

You will learn how building respectful relationships with people, family, or whānau in a mental health and addiction 
setting can change lives. You will apply values, knowledge, and skills that foster hope and build resilience.

MENTAL HEALTH
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Social and Community Services  »  Health and Applied Science  »  Health and Wellbeing  »  Social Services

SOCIAL SERVICES
If you have a passion to help others, our Social Services programmes will provide you with the skills to support your 
community.

TRINA JOHNSON
Social Services Student

At the age of 49, Trina Johnson reckons she has finally 
found her real purpose and vocation.

Emerging from some difficult and long-term personal 
challenges, Trina says she needed time to heal herself. 
“When I got ‘right’, I realised my desire to help others 
going through their own tough times.”

It was a twist of fate that she became a student at UCOL’s 
Manawatū campus. “I was here with my son’s partner 
checking out courses for her,” says Trina. 

“I looked at the one-year Certificate in Health and 
Wellbeing (Social and Community Services) programme 
and it really interested me. Unfortunately, it was full.”

After a chat with UCOL Senior Lecturer Kim Fry, Trina 
was encouraged to ‘go big’ and enrol for the three-year 
Bachelor of Social Services degree. 

“Within a week I was sitting in the classroom!”

Trina’s experience at secondary school was a rocky one 
and she had left without any qualifications. 

She admits the idea of studying again heightened her 
self-doubt and anxiety levels to begin with, but not for 
long.

“I soon discovered that I love the class environment, the 
research, the learning.”

“My classmates are amazing, and we have great debates 
and discussions, regardless of our range of ages,” she 
says.

Trina also feels well supported by her lecturers and the 
student support services offered by UCOL. 

“They go that extra mile to help you and make you feel 
comfortable and secure.”

Trina says her partner Todd, parents and two adult 
children are her biggest supporters.

“They are all really proud of me for taking this on.” 

At the halfway point in her degree, Trina has already 
planned her career course. 

“I want to work in the field of prison rehabilitation as a 
Social Services Support Worker, helping inmates and 
their families.” 

Trina says it is the first time in her life that she feels she 
is on the right path. 

“I had to go through a lot to learn who I am. All those 
years of testing life and personal experience weren’t 
wasted though; they relate directly to my studies,” she 
says. 

“This degree has helped me discover me.”
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Social and Community Services  »  Health and Applied Science  »  Health and Wellbeing  »  Social Services

Bachelor of Social Services

LEVEL 7

Start:  March 
Duration: 3 years, full-time, part-time study options available 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

This programme will provide you with specialist knowledge and skills to gain employment in a variety of areas such as 
community/social services worker, disability support advocate, mental health and addictions advocate/support worker, 
navigator, case manager, or counsellor*.

Working with people is a core component of this career pathway and this course will give you an understanding of how 
social and community dynamics can impact on individuals, whānau, and groups of people. You will be provided with 
learning opportunities that include face-to-face, simulation/role play, group work and workplace practical placement. 
At the end of the programme you will have the confidence, tools and experience to work in the community to make a 
longlasting difference.
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Social and Community Services  »  Health and Applied Science  »  Health and Wellbeing  »  Social Services

SUPPORT WORK

Support Work Study Pathways

New Zealand Certificate in Health and Wellbeing (Support Work) 
LEVEL 3

New Zealand Certificate in Health and Wellbeing (Advanced Support) 
LEVEL 4

New Zealand Certificate in Health and Wellbeing (Advanced Support)

LEVEL 4

Start:  July 
Duration: 22 weeks 
Location: HLC Levin

If you have experience in a health or wellbeing setting, and are looking to gain additional knowledge and skills, this 
programme is for you.

You will learn how to provide advanced person-centred support to a person with complex needs and to take a leadership 
role in the workplace.

Work experience 
As part of this programme, you will take on 200 work experience hours.

New Zealand Certificate in Health and Wellbeing (Support Work)

LEVEL 3

Start:  January 
Duration: 22 weeks 
Location: HLC Levin

If you are a people person dedicated to the care of others, this programme is for you.

Employers in aged residential, acute, primary, and rehabilitative care need health assistants with a professional skill set.

You will gain the skills to become a support worker in a health and wellbeing setting with the knowledge and skills to 
interact effectively with clients to ensure their optimum quality of life.
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Social and Community Services  »  Health and Applied Science  »  Medical Imaging

MEDICAL IMAGING
UCOL’s Medical Imaging programme will provide you with the knowledge and training for a career in increasing demand.

ENDALEW TAYE
Medical Imaging Technology Student

Endalew Taye loves the busy world of Medical Imaging 
Technology (MIT) and the wide range of experiences she 
gets while on clinical placement.

“You’re never sitting down. You get to see different 
things and go all around the hospital. You’re involved in 
everything that goes on in the hospital so you get a lot 
of different experiences,” says the third year Bachelor of 
Applied Science (Medical Imaging Technology) student.

Growing up in Wellington, it was an easy choice for 
Endalew to study at UCOL Manawatū – she had heard 
good things and it wasn’t too far from her family. 

“I heard about the community they have at UCOL and the 
guidance you get from the lecturers, and that was really 
appealing to me.”

Endalew spent the year after high school working and 
then travelled around Europe, but her plan was always 
to study MIT. She was a bit shocked by how intense 
the programme is at first, but being surrounded by her 
equally driven classmates made it easier. 

“Everyone around you is wanting to learn and do really 
well, so you feel encouraged. That just pushes you to 
keep going.”

“I feel that if you’ve chosen this programme, you know 
what you want to achieve and you’re determined to do it. 
I can definitely say that about our group.”

MIT students spent up to 2,400 hours on clinical 
placement, honing their skills in different types of 
examinations. Endalew is happy to be doing her 
placement at Wellington Hospital.

“You learn all of these things in class but then going on 
placement and applying that knowledge in a real hospital 
is really big. Interacting with patients is something we 
talk about in class, but you can’t really simulate it. You 
can learn from a textbook how to position a patient, but 
it’s not the same as going out there and positioning real 
people who are ill.”

“As a student, you get taken everywhere and get to 
know a lot of staff – everyone knows MIT. You get 
experience in different parts of the hospital, from the 
Emergency Department to Fluoroscopy to Angiography, 
and hopefully you can get a job there at the end of your 
placement.”

Due to finish her studies in late 2021, Endalew wants to 
work full time at Wellington Hospital and keep building 
her skill set. 

“I’m looking forward to showing people what I have and 
being out in the field as a qualified medical imaging 
technologist.”
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Social and Community Services  »  Health and Applied Science  »  Medical Imaging

Medical Imaging Study Pathways

New Zealand Certificate in Study and Career Preparation (Medical Imaging Pathway) 
LEVEL 4

Bachelor of Applied Science (Medical Imaging Technology) 
LEVEL 7

Bachelor of Applied Science (Medical Imaging Technology)

LEVEL 7

Start:  January* 
Duration: 3 years, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Gain the skills and knowledge to succeed in the radiology industry.

Medical Imaging Technologists are among New Zealand’s most highly respected and sought-after professionals. 
Community-based and industry focused, this programme paves the way for an exciting career.

Our practical hands-on approach, combining laboratory and classroom teaching with clinical learning, will ensure you get 
every opportunity to apply the necessary skills, knowledge, and techniques to grow as a medical imaging professional.

Specific Entry Requirements: University entrance requirements comprise NCEA Level 3 – (80 credits, 60 of which are Level 3 or 
above). Three subjects at Level 3 or above made up of 14 credits each, in three approved subjects 
in each of: English or an approved literacy subject, science or mathematics (preferably physics 
or mathematics), and one other subject of the approved subjects (preferably physics, biology, 
chemistry and mathematics). Applicants must declare any previous criminal convictions, authorise 
UCOL to obtain a background check, and complete a UCOL Health Declaration Form. 
UCOL’s Medical Imaging graduates enjoy an excellent reputation in New Zealand and overseas.

*Placements on this programme are limited with the closing date for 2023 applications being 5th Sept 2022.

New Zealand Certificate in Study and Career Preparation (Medical Imaging Pathway)

LEVEL 4

Start:  July 
Duration: 19 weeks, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

If you are aspiring to study medical imaging at a tertiary level, but don’t have the entry requirements, this programme is 
for you.

You will sharpen your study skills, improve your written and oral communication, and gain foundation knowledge of 
medical imaging technology. Numeracy skills relevant to health and science are covered, as well as background theory 
and practice in biology, microbiology, physics, and chemistry. 

This course is ideal for those who are returning to study, and wish to revise their health, physics, and mathematics 
knowledge before embarking on a Medical Imaging Technology Degree.

Note: This course does not guarantee automatic admission into the Bachelor of Applied Science (MIT).
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Exercise and Sport Science Study Pathways

New Zealand Certificate in Exercise 
LEVEL 4

Bachelor of Applied Science (with majors in Physical Health and Wellness, Strength and Conditioning, and Sport and 
Recreation Management) 
LEVEL 7

Social and Community Services  »  Health and Applied Science  »  Exercise and Sport Science

EXERCISE AND SPORT SCIENCE
Turn your passion for exercise and sport into a career.

Entry Requirements: Our Exercise and Sport programmes require specific entry criteria such as a police check and 
declaration of any previous criminal convictions.
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Social and Community Services  »  Health and Applied Science  »  Exercise and Sport Science

New Zealand Certificate in Exercise

LEVEL 4

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 19 weeks, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Gain the skills for a career in personal training, exercise, and physical wellness.

This programme provides students with the knowledge to deliver, and adapt fitness programmes for the general 
population, including people at risk of developing common health issues.

Practical Experience 
Your studies include 25 practicum hours working with a client on their health goals.

Specific Entry Requirements: All applicants must complete a Health Declaration Form, a police check, and declaration of any 
previous criminal convictions.

Bachelor of Applied Science (with majors in Physical Health and Wellness, Strength and 
Conditioning, and Sport and Recreation Management)

LEVEL 7

Start:  February 
Duration: 3 years, full-time, part-time study options available 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

This programme will provide you with the specialist knowledge and skills to act as a strength and conditioning coach 
for high-performance and aspiring athletes, have a direct impact on diabetes prevention, obesity, corporate wellness, 
aged-care and mental health management, or gain the competencies to organise and manage events that enable physical 
activity participation.

As a graduate, you will be able to organise physical activity participation for community members and groups. You will 
progressively gain competencies and confidence to identify, plan, implement, evaluate, and report on the impact of 
structured physical-activity opportunities and services delivered to clientele within your community.

Contextualised learning 
Different from other degree programmes, you will learn fundamental knowledge and practical skills in context at once. 
Students are provided with many opportunities to apply their knowledge in supervised training environments.

Practical experience 
This degree comprises a large practicum component designed to create work-ready graduates with a total of 580 practical 
hours throughout the 3 years of the programme.

Specific Entry Requirements: Applicants must provide a police check and declaration of any previous criminal convictions. 
Students must hold a current Comprehensive First Aid Certificate or have gained that certification 
prior to the second semester of the programme.
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Social and Community Services  »  Security

SECURITY
If you are interested in helping people and keeping them safe, UCOL’s Security programmes will equip you with the skills 
you need for a rewarding career.

AISEA VAIVELA
Security Graduate

Studying Security at UCOL set Aisea Vaivela up for a 
career where he can help people.

Originally from Tonga, Aisea enrolled in UCOL’s NZ 
Certificate in Security (Foundation) (Level 3) after 
spending the previous seven years working in a milk 
factory in Australia.

“I wanted to do something different because I had done 
laboring and factory work my whole life. I had always 
wanted to work security at events and clubs, so I thought 
it would be best to get my qualification.”

Aisea was worried about how he would fare in tertiary 
study – with English as his second language and not 
having a lot of experience with computers. However, 
Aisea says he received great support from the staff at 
UCOL, who helped him improve his skills and build his 
confidence. 

“Everyone at UCOL really pushed me forward and 
supported me to get to where I am now.”

Aisea completed the Level 3 certificate early and quickly 
transitioned into the New Zealand Certificate in Security 
(Advanced) (Level 4).  He values how the programmes 
gave him the skills to remain calm in tricky situations 
and taught him about the professional conduct that 
is essential in the security industry. Aisea also gained 
experience working at major events and nightclubs in 
Whanganui.

“Doing the courses has helped me be a good role model 
for my family. They are so proud of how far I have come 
and I feel very happy with where I’m going. Study can be 
hard, but I never give up, which is something my kids can 
learn from.”

Aisea did so well in his studies that he was awarded 
a $2,000 Whanganui and Partners Scholarship, which 
recognizes a student who is specifically training for a 
chosen career.

“It’s hard to explain how happy that made me,” says 
Aisea.

“I didn’t realise that I had come that far and sometimes 
I haven’t felt very important, but that showed me that 
people believe in me and I’m doing well. The scholarship 
really helped me and my family after the COVID-19 
lockdown.”

In February 2021, not long after completing his Level 
4 certificate, Aisea began training for his new job as a 
Corrections Officer at Whanganui Prison. He’s loving 
having a job where he can make a positive difference.

“The best part of my job is helping people. I talk to a 
lot of people inside and hopefully when they leave we 
won’t see them back again. At the end of the day they’re 
human beings, so I want to help them change their lives.”

Aisea credits UCOL for putting him on his new career 
path, and he hopes in the long term to run his own 
security business.

“If I didn’t do my UCOL courses, I wouldn’t have got to 
where I am now.”
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Social and Community Services  »  Security

Security Study Pathways

New Zealand Certificate in Security (Foundation) 
LEVEL 3

New Zealand Certificate in Security (Advanced) 
LEVEL 4

New Zealand Certificate in Security 
(Advanced)

LEVEL 4

Start:  July 
Duration: 19 weeks, full-time, part-time study options 
available 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Whanganui

Develop the advanced skills you will need for higher roles 
in the security sector.

This programme will provide you with advanced 
operational and technical skills, as well as the experience 
and knowledge to meet the security sector’s unique 
needs. It will prepare you so you can carry out security 
work under minimal or no supervision.

New Zealand Certificate in Security 
(Foundation)

LEVEL 3

Start:  February 
Duration: 19 weeks, full-time, part-time study options 
available 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Whanganui

Learn essential skills to gain employment in the security 
industry.

This programme will equip you with the skills, knowledge 
and attributes required to work in the security industry, 
including maintaining security and safety at sites.
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CREATIVE INDUSTRIES
Creative Industries studies will provide you with skills that you 
can take with you anywhere in the world.
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Creative Industries  »  Design and Arts

DESIGN AND ARTS
Unleash your creativity and develop your potential in the world of art and design.

NICHOLAS TOYNE
Master of Design Student

From writing poetry and short stories when he was 
growing up, to studying music and media at university – 
Nicholas Toyne has always enjoyed expressing himself 
creatively. Now he has found his niche in sculpture and 
glass art.

Nicholas enrolled in UCOL Whanganui’s NZ Diploma 
in Arts and Design, focusing on Glass Arts, after being 
fascinated by the work on display at New Zealand 
Glassworks. UCOL has a long-term relationship with New 
Zealand Glassworks, which gives UCOL students the 
opportunity to learn and create glass art in the business’ 
hot shop.

“Making glass art is something that can definitely be 
intimidating,” says Nicholas.

“It’s not easy to start with. It’s something that takes a lot 
of time, a lot of confidence, and a lot of concentration 
because it’s extremely technical. There is a lot of 
chemistry and physics that is quite particular to the 
medium.”

After completing the year-long programme, Nicholas 
wanted to take his art further and transitioned into 
UCOL’s Bachelor of Design and Arts, majoring in Visual 
Arts. This not only allowed Nicholas to expand his glass 
art skills, but also become more proficient at sculpting 
and drawing.

Local scholarship donors have played a significant role in 
Nicholas’ academic and artistic success. In 2018 he was 
awarded a $1,000 scholarship from the George Bolton 
Trust, and then $2,000 from the Akoranga Education 
Trust in 2020.

“I used the George Bolton Trust Scholarship to buy 
casting glass - which is very expensive - for my end of 
year assignment. After exhibiting that project, I received 
my first commissions, so that scholarship was a catalyst 
for me to start selling my art.”

“I wasn’t working in 2020, so the Akoranga Education 
Trust scholarship allowed me to focus on making 
art and buy material for my graduate show, which I 
made a number of sales from. Without either of those 
scholarships I really don’t know where I would have 
been.”

Nicholas’ final year of his degree included an internship 
at New Zealand Glassworks. He says it was an amazing 
experience not only because he had more time in the hot 
shop, but because he also had the opportunity to mentor 
first year students.

“I’d never thought I’d have the confidence to be a teacher, 
but working with the newer students made me think 
it’s something I would love to do. I’d love to teach art at 
UCOL one day.”

With his degree under his belt, Nicholas is currently 
working on his Master of Design at UCOL, specializing in 
figurative sculpture.

“My focus is the body, life, death, and mortality, and 
just being a human basically. I’ve got plans to interview 
people about their experiences, and then build a body of 
work on my findings and my perspective on the body.”

As well as continuing his studies, Nicholas is keeping busy 
at Orphic Gallery, which he assisted his two close friends, 
Bede McMenamin and Keiran Donnelly, in opening 
around the corner from UCOL in February 2021.

“It’s exciting because if I’m working on a series of art, I 
now feel like it always has a home.”
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Creative Industries  »  Design and Arts

Bachelor of Creative Media 
LEVEL 7

Design and Arts Study Pathways

Entry Requirements: Some of our Arts and Design programmes may require submission of a portfolio of work.

Master of Design 
LEVEL 9

Bachelor of Design and Arts 
LEVEL 7

New Zealand Certificate in Arts and Design 
LEVEL 3

New Zealand Certificate in Arts and Design 
LEVEL 4

New Zealand Diploma of Arts and Design
LEVEL 5

Postgraduate Diploma of Design 
LEVEL 8
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Master of Design

LEVEL 9

Start:  February 
Duration: 18 months, full-time 
Location: UCOL Whanganui

Take your passion for design to the next level.

UCOL’s highly skilled lecturers deliver the art/design theory, and 
original academic/applied research required for you to create 
advanced projects of your choice in either time-based/print-based 
design, object design/visual arts, or fashion/textile design.

Master of Design graduates will excel in a range of industries 
such as galleries, fashion houses, graphic design studios, film and 
television, printing and publishing, web design, art studios, set 
design, and much more.

Specific Entry Requirements: Candidates for this programme must 
undertake and complete a written 
thesis based on their research initiatives 
and prepare a body of work for final 
exhibition. They must possess an 
exceptional degree of motivation and a 
strong enthusiasm for art/design.

Postgraduate Diploma of Design

LEVEL 8

Start:  February 
Duration: 1 year, full-time 
Location: UCOL Whanganui

This programme is an exciting year of independent and facilitated 
study focusing on either time-based/print-based design, object 
design/visual arts, or fashion/textile design.

UCOL’s Postgraduate Diploma of Design builds on your 
Bachelor’s degree in an art or design discipline. This rewarding 
and challenging programme is based on both lecturer facilitated 
and self-directed research projects that will broaden your 
understanding of either time-based or print-based design 
applications and expose you to current thinking and research 
methodologies.

You will advance your skills in a chosen design media, and produce 
a significant design portfolio, exhibition or show. This postgraduate 
pathway will prepare you for Masters level study or enable you to 
secure higher level of employment.

Graduates will be equipped to work in a variety of roles within 
art and design based industries such as galleries, fashion houses, 
graphic design studios, film and television, printing and publishing, 
web design, art studios, set design and much more.

Creative Industries  »  Design and Arts
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Bachelor of Design and Arts

LEVEL 7

Start:  February 
Duration: 3 years, full-time, part-time study options available 
Location: UCOL Whanganui

UCOL embodies the idea that artists and designers of all kinds 
benefit equally from both collaborative and individual learning 
environments. For this reason, this programme brings design and 
art disciplines together to benefit from the creative energy that 
results from collaborative learning.

You will be provided with the opportunity to gain the skills not only 
to create successful designs and art works, but also to market these 
products and concepts, communicate successfully, and understand 
the importance of self-promotion for success. Learn from our 
lecturers, who are also practicing artists and designers passionate 
about inspiring creativity.

Intern projects, drawing, art/design labs, history, and theory 
professional practice make up this programme with a strong focus 
on “hands on making” experiences through studio-based work.

Majors
• Visual Arts
• Design Media
• Textile/Fashion Design

Bachelor of Creative Media

LEVEL 7

Start:  March 
Duration: 3 years, full-time, part-time study options available 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Equip yourself with the comprehensive knowledge, skills, and 
expertise for working and contributing to the growing global 
creative industries with this programme. Mix and match a range of 
subjects within this multi-discipline degree and focus your talents 
on any of the following: 2D and 3D, Animation, Graphic Design, 
Photography, Illustration, and Film.

The knowledge and skills associated with these specialities are 
now an integral part of many employment opportunities driving 
innovation, solution sourcing, and business.

Work-integrated learning 
Complete the third year of your degree by immersing in the 
“Workhub” with real clients - getting truly ready for industry. This 
work-integrated learning component comprises 380 hours of 
work experience. You will learn how to apply concept creation, 
logic, imagination, intuition, critical thought and reasoning, to the 
creation of meaningful outcomes for clients in the workplace. You 
will develop a multidisciplinary approach in the context of cultural 
and ethical influences, enabling you to contribute to the creative 
industries in New Zealand and around the world.

Creative Industries  »  Design and Arts
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New Zealand Diploma in Arts and Design

LEVEL 5

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 1 year, full-time, part-time study options available 
Location: UCOL Whanganui

This programme is suited to people wanting to find their creative voice.

You will be introduced to a range of materials and methods, enabling you to develop your research skills to create unique 
solutions. You can select one of the following areas of study:
• Glass Arts
• Visual Arts
• Design Media
• Textiles/Fashion Design

Develop your proficiency in the language of art and design as you are introduced to a wide range of skills and practices. 
The compulsory courses cover Drawing, Art/Design History, and putting your skills into practice to meet a brief. These are 
designed to extend your chosen elective practice.

 Learn from our creative and successful team of lecturers, who design and exhibit nationally and internationally. UCOL 
also has unique collaborative partnerships within its community to add to your learning experience.

New Zealand Certificate in Arts and Design

LEVEL 4

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 19 weeks, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Whanganui

This programme of study builds on foundational experiences, and introduces you to a range of materials and methods of 
working. Expand your skills in a range of visual arts, fashion/textiles, digital design, photography, and graphic design. Take 
this opportunity to join a school that supports your desire to become the person you could be. Share your ideas with like-
minded creatives and develop your passion for art and design.

New Zealand Certificate in Arts and Design

LEVEL 3

Start:  February 
Duration: 19 weeks, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Whanganui

Start your Creative Industries career at UCOL. 

This programme has a strong practical focus, designed to help you develop knowledge and understanding in visual art 
and design. Learn from the best in the field, and gain foundational skills through projects, drawing, mixed media labs, art/
design history, and theory. You will become versed in the language of art and design to hone your professional creative 
skills, and work directly within professional environments.

Creative Industries  »  Design and Arts
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PHOTOGRAPHY
Turn your passion and talent for photography into a career.

AMANDA HODGE
Photography Student

UCOL photography student Amanda Hodge says she has 
loved photography for as long as she can remember, and 
the forty-two-year-old has not let being a busy mother of 
four hold her back from realising her creative ambitions.

Amanda took photography as a subject in sixth form at 
high school, back in the days of film. “For many years I 
had wanted to pursue my passion, to learn more about 
my camera and the skills involved in photography,” she 
says. 

“At the beginning of 2020 I discovered a passion for live 
music photography and was lucky enough to photograph 
the Amplify Rock Festival held in Palmerston North. 
This project inspired me to enrol in UCOL’s Certificate in 
Introductory Photography programme last year.”

After graduating from the Introductory programme, 
Amanda took the next logical step and signed up for a 
Certificate in Intermediate Photography. The Introductory 
and Intermediate Photography programmes are both 
ten week part-time training schemes, designed to help 
learners with an interest in photography further develop 
their technical skillset. They can also be a stepping 
stone into UCOL’s popular New Zealand Diploma in 
Photography.

“I chose UCOL because I had heard a lot of amazing 
things about their photography courses and being local 
made it easy for me to participate.”

“UCOL is amazingly supportive in all aspects of my 
studies, the lecturers in the creative arts department are 
always on hand when needed and willing to go the extra 
mile for us all.  Gerry Le Roux is such a knowledgeable 
lecturer and I value his opinions and expertise. He is an 
amazing photographer and as we share similar passions, 
his knowledge has really helped push me.”

Amanda says every single class had its highlights. “I 
soaked everything up like a sponge and never missed a 
class. I loved making new like-minded friends and we all 
thrived, helping each other along the way. Many of us 
have carried on together into the Intermediate course. 
I especially enjoyed learning how to use Photoshop to 
create magazine covers, and how to print and mount our 
own images – that was truly something special.”

During her studies, Amanda has photographed many 
concerts including Villainy, Elemeno P, and Devilskin to 
name a few. Her biggest highlight was photographing 
Homegrown in Wellington this year, “shooting 12 bands 
over 10 hours of absolute fun.”

“My live music photography has taken off in leaps 
and bounds and I now photograph for an online 
music magazine - Muzicnet.nz, which I am thoroughly 
enjoying being part of.  I also recently had an image in 
an exhibition in Auckland, Wellington, and Christchurch 
called From the Pit, dedicated to New Zealand live music 
photographers and NZ Music. I am so super proud of this 
achievement.”

Amanda is shooting gigs every month and still making 
images of the beauty around her. “I am not just a one 
trick pony; I enjoy all forms of photography and am 
forever learning and growing.” 

She says “if it wasn’t for studying at UCOL I may never 
have realised my full potential.”

“UCOL provided me with so many of the skills, knowledge 
and confidence I needed. I now walk into a gig knowing I 
possess everything necessary to back up the talent I was 
born with.  I love what I am doing, and I can’t wait to see 
what the future has in store for me.”

Creative Industries  »  Photography
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Creative Industries  »  Design and Arts

Entry Requirements: Some of our Creative programmes may require submission of a portfolio of work.

Bachelor of Creative Media 
LEVEL 7

Photography Study Pathways

Certificate in Intermediate Photography 
LEVEL 5

Certificate in Introduction to Video Creation 
LEVEL 5

New Zealand Certificate in Arts and Design 
LEVEL 3

Certificate in Introductory Photography 
LEVEL 5

New Zealand Diploma in Photography 
LEVEL 5

New Zealand Diploma in Photography 
LEVEL 6
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Creative Industries  »  Photography

New Zealand Diploma in Photography

LEVEL 6

Start:  March 
Duration: 1 year, full-time, part-time study options 
available 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Focusing on the exciting diversity of contemporary 
professional photography, you will develop advanced 
knowledge and in solving visual problems through idea 
generation, composition, lighting, and using various 
equipment.

You will be introduced to a range of photographic ideas 
from fashion and advertising through to wedding and 
portrait, product and still life, documentary and video, 
architecture, and food. You will build your industry 
portfolio and develop your creative talent in a practical, 
career focused way., including business understanding.

UCOL brings you strong links with the photographic 
industry and opportunities to showcase your work on 
a local, national and global stage. UCOL Photography 
students have attained unprecedented success at the 
NZIPP Iris Professional Photography Awards, achieving 
New Zealand Student of the Year for 14 consecutive 
years, New Zealand Tertiary Institution of the Year for 
eight consecutive years and winner of the Canon Eyecon 
Award for six consecutive years.  

Past students have gone on to craft successful careers 
in areas of fashion, wedding, portrait, newspaper, and 
architecture, in New Zealand and abroad.

New Zealand Diploma in Photography

LEVEL 5

Start:  March 
Duration: 1 year, full-time, part-time study options 
available 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Focusing on the exciting diversity of contemporary 
professional photography, you will develop a range of 
creative and technical skills, gain confidence, and be 
a step closer to achieving your goal of working in the 
photographic industry. 

This programme gives you an introduction to 
photography as a medium to express creative ideas. 
Develop introductory knowledge and skills in solving 
visual problems through idea-generation, composition, 
lighting, use of equipment, image processing. and 
presentation.
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Creative Industries  »  Design and Arts

Certificate in Intermediate Photography

LEVEL 5

Start:  March and May 
Duration: 10 weeks, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

If you are an advanced amateur photographer or a graduate of UCOL’s Certificate in Introductory Photography and want 
to expand your skill set, this is the course for you.

You will develop your eye for composition, going beyond the basic rules to create truly striking emotional images.

Study more advanced studio lighting and how to use an on-camera flash as a creative tool. You will expand on your digital 
techniques with Adobe Camera RAW converter to get more out of your images and learn how to use Photoshop to give 
wings to your creative ideas.

Throughout the 10-week course, you will complete a number of projects culminating in an exhibition on the final day.

Certificate in Introductory Photography

LEVEL 5

Start:  August 
Duration: 10 weeks, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Learn the basics of photography as a medium to express creative ideas.

You will develop introductory knowledge and skills in the usage of camera equipment, composition, lighting, digital image 
processing, and presentation of your images. This course will give you the practical skills to equip you for further study in 
photography.

You will be using camera equipment that allows you to manually change camera settings. We will teach you how to use 
the manual functionality of your camera (or ours if you don’t own a camera) to create interesting and visually appealing 
images.

Certificate in Introduction to Video Creation

LEVEL 5

Start:  March and June 
Duration: 10 weeks, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Whanganui

Learn the basics in videography.

This programme will give you the opportunity to gain an introduction to video filming and production skills as a medium 
to express creative ideas. This is a great starting point to learn how to make quality video content, including creative/
hobby video, freelance video, corporate video, vlog video, and instructional video.



91This prospectus is intended as a guide only. Programme details are subject to change. Please refer to ucol.ac.nz for the most up-to-date information.

Creative Industries  »  Music

MUSIC
Take your passion for music to a professional level.

SAGE TUCKER
Music Graduate

It can only take one song to really take off – and 
Palmerston North band Ripple Effect are seeing that for 
themselves. Their single Sway, which was release last 
year, has just ticked over more than 200,000 listens on 
Spotify.

A fusion of Kiwi reggae that includes hints of rock, R&B, 
and even technical jazz, Ripple Effect were formed by 
Sage Tucker in 2016, when he was studying UCOL’s New 
Zealand Diploma in Creativity (Music).

“I actually started the band for a project. By the end of 
the year I was keen to keep it going!”

Like all bands there’s been a few line-up changes, but of 
the six musicians involved – Sage Tucker (rhythm guitar 
and vocals), Christian Perry (lead guitar), Hana Tamatea 
(vocals, percussion), Jayden Thompson (bass), Phil Brooks 
(percussion), and Leon Tama (drums), all but one have 
studied through UCOL’s programme.

“We got a lot of opportunities from it, our lecturers and 
other graduates connected us with pretty much everyone 
in the local music scene. When you’re first starting out it’s 
a lot about who you know.”

Despite the fact that it was only released last year, Sway 
was actually written during Tucker’s studies. The band 
credits their big jump in play to Island Time – a reggae, 
roots, and dub playlist that came across Sway, and 
decided to add it to their Spotify list. “They’ve got around 
50,000 followers and we fit their vibe – that’s introduced 
us to so many listeners, it’s been amazing.”

Their success hasn’t been limited to just one song 
though. “Despite COVID, last year was a really big year 
for us! There were some gigs we couldn’t do so we spent 
that downtime writing, getting more material, and really 
keeping our skills up. We’ve now got a new single, Keep 
the Peace, coming out this week, lots of gigs lined up, and 
a full EP we’re releasing in a month’s time.

“There’s even an event organiser that’s talking about 
investing with us and taking us on the road.”

It’s not a bad effort for someone who never thought 
music would be their career. “Back in 2014, I was working 
full-time in building and tiling and it came to a point 
where I had to look at my life and see what parts of it I 
really enjoyed.

“I realised that singing was what was getting me through 
the day, so I quit my job and decided to give it a go. It was 
the best decision I ever did.”

Tucker says he still has a lot of contact with his lecturers 
– Nigel Patterson, who plays for The Black Seeds, often 
joins the band as their studio keyboardist for recordings. 
Tucker has also been back to campus a few times to talk 
to students about Ripple Effect’s writing process.

“For anyone looking at music professionally, the big piece 
of advice I’ve got to share is it’s all about persistence. 
It’s realising that it’s really 50-50 – half the time it’s 
really busy, and then you’ll have periods with loads of 
downtime. For us, we’ve been doing this for five years 
now. It’s just about not giving up.”
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New Zealand Diploma in Creativity (Music) 
LEVEL 5

Music Study Pathways

New Zealand Certificate in Music 
LEVEL 4

Creative Industries  »  Music

New Zealand Diploma in Creativity (Music)

LEVEL 5

Start:  February 
Duration: 1 year, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

If you have a qualification or experience in music performance, and are wishing to expand your skillset, this programme is 
for you. You will gain skills and knowledge to effectively apply creative processes across a range of musical vocations and 
disciplines.

New Zealand Certificate in Music

LEVEL 4

Start:  February 
Duration: 1 year, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Whanganui

If you are a drummer, a keyboard player or a bass player, or have other musical talents such as guitar or vocals, this 
programme might be the qualification you need to give your career a boost.  

You will develop your individual and band performance across many popular music styles and you will gain skills in live 
sound and recording, theory, song writing/composition, and music management. Gain professionalism and confidence 
for work in the music industry.
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New Zealand Diploma in Performing Arts (Māori and Pacific Dance)

LEVEL 6

Start:  February 
Duration: 2 years, full-time (34 weeks each year) 
Location: UCOL Wairarapa

This programme will help you develop your awareness and understanding of Māori and Pacific Dance and prepare you 
for a performing arts career in Māori and Pacific Dance. You will develop the knowledge, technique, and artistic skills you 
need to perform professionally and creatively in your chosen discipline.

The programme is focused on practical applications, and provides you with a welcoming environment for your creative 
development. You will be involved in a range of learning experiences and performance opportunities throughout this 
programme.

PERFORMING ARTS
Specialise in Māori, Samoa, Cook Islands, and New Zealand contemporary dance.
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New Zealand Certificate in Entertainment and Event Technology

LEVEL 4

Start:  February 
Duration: 1 year, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Study this qualification with UCOL’s Blended Delivery (see page 12 for more information).

If you see yourself behind a camera, mixing sound, or creating a mood with lighting, this programme is for you.

You will be provided with the technical skills you need to enter the entertainment industry. This programme is designed 
for people who want to become entertainment technicians and covers the industry’s general practices, processes, and 
protocols, and has lighting, live sound, and video strands. This programme will allow you to gain the knowledge, skills, and 
experience to operate safely under supervision.

ENTERTAINMENT
Take your planning and organisational skills to a professional level.
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MANUFACTURING AND 
TECHNOLOGY
Manufacturing and Technology are essential to New Zealand, 
since they provide the tools that enable the production of all 
manufactured goods.
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Manufacturing and Technology  »  Information and Communications Technology

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 
TECHNOLOGY
Gain the skills and practical experience to become an industry-ready ICT professional.

EMMA GLENDINNING
Information and Communications Technology 
Graduate

Few people can say they always go home happy from a 
day at the office, and after a long weekend, look forward 
to getting back to work.

Welcome to Emma Glendinning’s world. “I didn’t think it 
was possible to love a job so much you miss it!” she says.

Previously a full-time mum, Emma decided it was time 
to get a qualification.  “I researched Trade Me jobs and 
arranged them by salary. All the highest paying jobs were 
in the IT industry, so I thought right, that’s where I’m 
going!”

Emma says studying at UCOL gently transitioned her 
from being a stay-at-home mum to a full-time working 
mum and IT professional. “I had to navigate some 
unchartered waters – finding a work/life balance, meeting 
deadlines, time management, and travelling. UCOL 
was a crucial stepping stone in this process as it was a 
monumental change for me. Not to mention learning 
how to use all the relevant programs and platforms.”

She liked the fact that she had school holidays off, so 
childcare was not an issue. Studying in child friendly 
hours was also a huge plus.

Emma really enjoyed the hands-on learning style in 
the labs, as opposed to being one of hundreds in an 
auditorium going through a textbook. She found her 
lecturers were always so friendly and approachable.

“My work placement was absolutely fantastic, and I’ve 
been at Yorb ever since! I learnt so much about working 
in a corporate environment, how a company functions, 
and building workplace relationships. I ended up in 
charge of the implementation of our new ITSM system, 
which was a huge challenge and responsibility, but the 
experience was invaluable.”

Emma is now a Project Manager, managing multiple 
projects simultaneously, as well as continuing to 
maximise the investment in Yorb’s new ITSM system.

“I absolutely love my job and I can say that with total 
sincerity. What is the best part? Definitely the people! We 
have a fabulous team, it’s more like a big family than a 
company.”

Never one to sit still for long, Emma will soon complete 
a PRINCE2 project management certification. “Then my 
goal is to attain the Microsoft PMP qualification within 
the next year.”
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Manufacturing and Technology  »  Information and Communications Technology

Information and Communications Technology (ICT) Study Pathways

New Zealand Certificate in Computing 
LEVEL 3

Graduate Diploma in ICT (Computer Networks) 
LEVEL 7

Graduate Diploma in ICT (Software Development) 
LEVEL 7

New Zealand Certificate in IT Essentials 
LEVEL 4

New Zealand Diploma in IT Technical Support 
LEVEL 5

New Zealand Diploma in Cybersecurity 
LEVEL 6

Bachelor of Information and Communications Technology 
LEVEL 7
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Manufacturing and Technology  »  Information and Communications Technology

Graduate Diploma in ICT (Computer Networks)

LEVEL 7

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 1 year, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

This programme will enable you to enhance your knowledge base 
and gain industry-needed skills through advanced study of the 
following areas:
• Network Design
• Network Services
• Cisco
• Systems Administration
• Managerial and Professional Practice

Graduate Diploma in ICT (Software Development)

LEVEL 7

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 1 year, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

This programme provides the opportunity for students with an IT 
related Bachelor’s degree or IT work experience to specialise as a 
software engineer.

It will enable you to enhance your knowledge base and gain 
industry-needed skills through advanced study of the following 
areas:
• Software Engineering
• Java Mobile
• Web Programming
• Advanced Database Concepts
• Project Management
• Professional Practice
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Manufacturing and Technology  »  Information and Communications Technology

Bachelor of Information and Communications 
Technology

LEVEL 7

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 3 years, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

This programme begins with a broad foundation in essential ICT 
skills and technologies, and progresses towards a number of 
specialist areas including software engineering, systems analysis, 
databases, web development, networks installation, and project 
management.

 Our three-year degree is industry aligned learning at its best.  It 
includes a final project or internship, which brings together and 
showcases the skills you have developed and also allows you to 
push the boundaries by providing innovative solutions to real-
world requirements. Our graduates are uniquely qualified, highly 
skilled, and have strong industry experience.

Majors
• Business and Systems Analysis
• Data Management and Analysis
• Network Engineering
• Project Management
• Security
• Software Engineering
• Systems Administration
• Web and Mobile Development

New Zealand Diploma in Cybersecurity

LEVEL 6

Start:  February and July  
Duration: 1 year, full-time, part-time options available  
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Study this qualification with UCOL’s Blended Delivery (see page 
12 for more information).

This programme will provide you with technical skills in 
cybersecurity that are internationally relevant, and help you 
create a security mindset. This programme will teach you the 
fundamental concepts in information systems security, cyber 
law and regulations, cryptography, network security, security 
risk assessment, cybersecurity governance and practices, ethical 
hacking and testing, and incident handling.

You will be able to identify, mitigate and respond to cybersecurity 
risks and incidents, and help assure information and systems 
security, integrity, and availability.
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New Zealand Diploma in IT Technical Support

LEVEL 5

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 1 year, full-time, part-time options available 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

This ICT course will provide you with work-ready skills for a career in IT technical support and provides cross-credit into 
UCOL’s Bachelor of Information Communications Technology degree.

You will be provided with fundamental skills across a broad range of core ICT areas including: business information 
systems, computer hardware, networking and security, system support and troubleshooting, programming, web and 
database technologies, and systems analysis.

This programme has a practical hands-on focus which enables students to demonstrate their IT and technical support 
skills and develop frontline support expertise in one of the world’s largest and fastest growing industries.

New Zealand Certificate in IT Essentials

LEVEL 4

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 19 weeks, full-time, part-time options available  
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Start:  Monthly Intakes 
Duration: 10 weeks per course (study at your own pace) 
Location: Study this qualification online with UCOL and eCampus NZ 

This ICT qualification will provide you with essential skills for a career in the ICT industry and provides automatic entry 
into UCOL’s New Zealand Diploma in IT Technical Support.

You will gain foundation skills in core ICT subject areas including: information management, web design and 
development, software design and development, and operating systems, hardware, and networking.

This programme has a practical hands-on focus, which enables students to demonstrate their skills, and develop 
expertise in one of the world’s largest and fastest growing industries.

New Zealand Certificate in Computing

LEVEL 3

Start:  Monthly Intakes 
Duration: 10 weeks per course (study at your own pace) 
Location: Study this qualification online with UCOL and eCampus NZ 

Learn how to use digital tools to present information, create websites, apply security techniques, design and generate 
infographics, and use a visual programming language to produce interactive games and media.

This programme has a practical hands-on focus, which allows students to bring their skills together and showcase their 
strengths in collaborative, team-based ICT projects.
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TRADES
Trades require advanced training and skills gained through practice and experience.

DANIELLE COUCHMAN
Automotive Student

As a mechanic, Danielle Couchman loves having the skills 
to fix her own car instead of getting someone else to do 
it.

“I’ve always been interested in cars - my dad was a drag 
racing driver and I got into the car scene as a teenager. 
I wanted to work with cars, but I also wanted to learn 
how to fix them for myself and not have to always rely on 
other people for help.”

Danielle enrolled in UCOL Wairarapa’s New Zealand 
Certificate in Automotive Engineering (Level 3) after 
taking a few years away from work to spend more time 
with her daughter.  

“I hadn’t been at school in a while, so getting back into 
that kind of environment was a little hard, but it didn’t 
take long to settle in. I felt a bit shy at first, because I 
was the only girl in our class and I was one of the older 
students, but our lecturers always made the class feel 
welcoming.

“All of the lecturers made the effort to ensure that we 
achieved our goals. Once the class got to know each 
other, we formed little groups and helped each other.  
We had a lot of fun.”

 Wanting to develop her skills further, Danielle took on 
a work experience role at JP Motors while studying. This 
was a great opportunity for her to apply what she learnt 
at UCOL.   

“I had been looking for work experience for a while. I 
asked at JP Motors and they said I could start the next 
week. It really helped that it’s such a friendly work 
environment and everyone was happy to answer my 
questions. I’m so thankful that I’m still here, now doing 
my apprenticeship.”

 Studying the Level 3 Certificate at UCOL meant that that 
Danielle was able to jump straight into Level 4 when she 
started her apprenticeship. Her time at UCOL also helped 
her develop good study habits.

“When I was at UCOL, I made sure I got all of my theory 
work done during the day because my life is so busy. 
Now I usually study on my lunch break rather than 
having to do it at home. That way I have more time to 
spend with my daughter and do everything else.”

In the short term, Danielle is focused on finishing her 
apprenticeship. Beyond that she wants to get into the 
growing field of electric vehicles, and maybe one day 
open her own shop and help other women get into the 
trade.

Danielle says it’s hard to make time for everything when 
you’re studying and raising a child, but she would do it all 
again. 

“I’d tell other parents who want to study to just go for 
it. There is childcare out there and there are people out 
there who are willing to help. It’s never too late to follow 
your dreams. It’s never too late to learn a new skill.”
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New Zealand Certificate in Electric Vehicle Automotive Engineering

LEVEL 5

Start:  February 
Duration: 45 weeks, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Study this qualification with UCOL’s Blended Delivery (see page 12 for more information).

This programme is designed for experienced automotive engineering technicians who want to advance in or enter the 
electric vehicle industry. You will develop knowledge and skills required to safely and effectively diagnose and repair 
faults in electric vehicles, including battery-electric and hybrid electric vehicles and machines.

New Zealand Certificate in Light Automotive Engineering (Apprenticeship)

LEVEL 4

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 3 years, part-time  
Location: UCOL Manawatū, UCOL Whanganui, UCOL Wairarapa, and UCOL Horowhenua

This programme is built for passionate car enthusiasts who are currently employed in a workshop. In this programme, 
you will learn various topics on workspace safety and major automobile systems. This will enable you to safely, effectively 
diagnose and repair common faults in cars, light commercial vehicles, and light trailers, without supervision.

Specific Entry Requirements: NCEA Level 1 or equivalent knowledge and skills.

New Zealand Certificate in Automotive Engineering

LEVEL 3

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 1 year, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū, UCOL Whanganui, and UCOL Wairarapa

This programme is an ideal place to start in the industry, which is riding the wave of technical innovation.

Learn how to service general automotive systems and gain the essential skills needed for an entry-level position in 
automotive engineering.

Take your passion for cars or bikes, develop technical skills, and hone your problem solving of engineering issues to lay 
the foundation for an exciting career.

Specific Entry Requirements: NCEA Level 1 or equivalent knowledge and skills.

AUTOMOTIVE
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New Zealand Certificate in Collision Repair and Automotive Refinishing

LEVEL 3

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 1 year, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Study this qualification with UCOL’s Blended Delivery (see page 12 for more information).

If you are seeking to join the panel-beating and collision repair industry, gain the fundamental skills required with this 
programme.

Specific Entry Requirements: NCEA Level 1 or equivalent knowledge and skills.

Vehicle Inspector – Inspection Course

LEVEL 3

Start:  July and October 
Duration: 2.5 days 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Become a Warrant of Fitness (WoF) inspector.

New Zealand Transport Agency requires all vehicles to be mechanically and structurally fit for driving. To ensure this, we 
need well-trained automotive professionals to inspect the vehicles and issue the Warrant of Fitness (WoF). This course is 
for automotive technicians who would like to train as a WoF Inspector. You will understand the vehicle inspection process, 
the inspection requirements, and learn how to navigate the NZTA Vehicle Inspection Requirements Manual (VIRM).
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New Zealand Certificate in Engineering Fabrication (Trade)

LEVEL 4

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 4 years, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

This trade qualification is designed for apprentices employed in fabrication engineering. It combines a broad common 
foundation of engineering and fabrication skills with more specialised skills and knowledge in the form of strands to suit 
the nature of the particular trade or enterprise the individual is engaged in.

The Heavy Fabrication strand is intended for fabricators working with heavier gauge plate, sections, and pipes to produce 
a wide variety of products including pressure vessels.

The Light Fabrication strand is for fabricators working with sheet metals and lighter gauge plate, sections, and pipes to 
produce a large variety of metal products.

Specific Entry Requirements: Students need to be in full-time employment as apprentices of their chosen trade within industry to 
be assessed against practical unit standards. Successful completion of this qualification will enable 
students to complete their apprenticeship.

FABRICATION ENGINEERING
Turn your making, installing, and repairing abilities into a career.
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Manufacturing and Technology  »  Trades  »  Automotive  »  Engineering  »  Mechanical Engineering

New Zealand Certificate in Mechanical Engineering (Advanced)

LEVEL 5

Start:  March 
Duration: 1.5 years, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Study this qualification with UCOL’s Blended Delivery (see page 12 for more information).

This programme is designed for people who have already completed a mechanical engineering-related Level 4 
qualification and wish to further develop their technical and/or operational knowledge and skills within their chosen 
discipline of mechanical engineering, construction, manufacturing, fabrication, refrigeration and air conditioning, and 
mechanical building services.

Specific Entry Requirements: Students need to be in full-time employment to be assessed against practical unit standards. NCEA 
Level 1 or equivalent knowledge and skills.

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING
UCOL’s Mechanical Engineering programmes will provide you with the skills and knowledge to have a career designing 
machines and tools.

Mechanical Engineering Study Pathways

New Zealand Certificate in Mechanical Engineering (Advanced) 
LEVEL 5

New Zealand Certificate in Mechanical Engineering 
LEVEL 3

New Zealand Certificate in Mechanical Engineering (Trade) 
LEVEL 4
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Manufacturing and Technology  »  Trades  »  Automotive  »  Engineering  »  Mechanical Engineering

New Zealand Certificate in Mechanical Engineering (Trade)

LEVEL 4

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 4 years, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Gain advanced mechanical engineering skills while working.

This qualification is designed for people working in the industry and will typically be achieved in a workplace environment 
whilst completing a New Zealand Apprenticeship. 

Learn how to perform advanced engineering tasks, specialising in fitting and machining, or general engineering.

Specific Entry Requirements: Students need to be in full-time employment to be assessed against practical unit standards. NCEA 
Level 1 or equivalent knowledge and skills.

New Zealand Certificate in Mechanical Engineering

LEVEL 3

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 1 year, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Learn how to perform basic engineering tasks and gain the essential skills needed for an entry-level position in 
mechanical engineering, construction, manufacturing, or fabrication. 

This programme is designed for people already working in the industry or intending to complete a pre-trade qualification 
before entering the workforce. 

Your training will provide you with skills employers are seeking, including workplace professionalism (health and safety, 
and communication), and the ability to perform a defined range of engineering tasks.

Specific Entry Requirements: NCEA Level 1 or equivalent knowledge and skills.
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Manufacturing and Technology  »  Trades  »  Automotive  »  Engineering  »  Mechanical Engineering

New Zealand Certificate in Refrigeration and Air Conditioning (Trade Assistant)

LEVEL 3

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 32 weeks, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

If you’re interested in a career installing and servicing refrigeration and air-conditioning systems, this programme is a 
good starting point to learn the necessary skills.

This programme is designed for those with a keen interest in electrical technology and applications. You will gain 
fundamental knowledge about tools and equipment, theory and safety practices, principles, components and application 
of refrigeration and air conditioning systems.

MIG, TIG, OAW, and Arc Welding

Start:  3 – 4 intakes a year 
Duration: 8 weeks, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

This programme is an introduction to upskill basic welding techniques with aluminium, stainless steel, and steel. 

The course provides students with more insight/practical experience with the different welding processes, machines, 
metals, problem solving and avoiding weld defects. As well as the above mentioned welding processes, it is possible to 
have demonstrations/practical activities organised with oxy-acetylene welding/cutting or plasma cutting.

This welding course is structured around a limited number of students and is currently offered three times a year. If a 
higher level of training and or welding certificate training is required then this may be offered at a later stage.



108 This prospectus is intended as a guide only. Programme details are subject to change. Please refer to ucol.ac.nz for the most up-to-date information.

Manufacturing and Technology  »  Trades  »  Automotive  »  Engineering  »  Electrical

New Zealand Diploma in Engineering

LEVEL 6

Start:  February 
Duration: 2 years, full-time, part-time study options available 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

This programme will provide you with the knowledge and skills needed to become a qualified Engineering Technician. 
You will study the principles and practices for the design and development of electronics used in computer engineering, 
telecommunications, and the power supply industries.

It is an excellent foundation for further study, provides you with the skills employees are looking for, and gives you the 
option to kick-start your career as an engineering technician.

By attaining UCOL’s New Zealand Diploma in Engineering (Level 6) you are eligible to apply for certification as an 
Engineering Technologist. This Specialist Diploma is accredited by NZQA and the Dublin Accord. So, you can be both 
nationally and internationally recognised to begin your career. 

Gaining this qualification opens up fantastic job opportunities for you both in New Zealand and overseas in the electrical 
and power industries.

Specific Entry Requirements: The entry requirements for this programme have been established by the New Zealand Board 
for Engineering Diplomas (NZBED). Candidates are required to have: NCEA Level 2 (including a 
minimum of 10 Literacy at Level 1 or higher – for those who achieved NCEA Level 2 before 2013), 
and a minimum total of 48 NCEA Credits at Level 2 in four subjects, including at least 12 credits 
in Mathematics (preferably achievements in algebra, calculus or trigonometry), or equivalent 
qualifications (e.g. International Baccalaureate or Cambridge), or equivalent credits from 
appropriate trades training, and/or demonstrated skills and experience.

New Zealand Certificate in Electrical Engineering Theory

LEVEL 3

Start:  February 
Duration: 1 year, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

This Certificate is a one-year full-time pre-apprenticeship programme with a practical focus that will help get your career 
started as an electrician or other roles in the electrical industry.

It is one of two entry pathways into the electrical industry and is intended for candidates who do not have an electrical 
apprenticeship agreement.

Specific Entry Requirements: NCEA Level 1, 10 credits in each of mathematics, English and physics or general science.

ELECTRICAL
Electrical Engineering industry is constantly seeking for employees with the right skills. UCOL’s programmes will help you 
to power up your future.
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CONSTRUCTION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE
The New Zealand construction industry is the fifth largest sector 
in the economy and is growing fast. Qualified tradespeople are 
needed to meet the demand in residential and commercial 
building, and infrastructure development projects.
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Construction and Infrastructure

CONSTRUCTION AND INFRASTRUCTURE
If you enjoy hands-on learning, UCOL’s construction and build environment qualifications will give you the necessary 
skills.

KRYSTINE VINCENT
Carpentry Graduate

UCOL Carpentry graduate Krystine Vincent loves the 
feeling she gets when she finishes a project.

“Seeing everything come together is awesome. Knowing 
that I helped build a whole house that someone is going 
to live in with their family for years is cool.”

Krystine had wanted to give building a try since she 
was at Horowhenua College, but wasn’t having any luck 
getting a start in the industry.  

“I was trying to find a building job but was always told 
I had no experience, so thought I would do the UCOL 
course to learn some skills and get a feel for carpentry.”

Krystine enrolled in UCOL Horowhenua’s New Zealand 
Certificate in Construction Trade Skills (Carpentry) under 
the Māori and Pasifika Trades Training (MPTT) training 
initiative. As an MPTT student, Krystine’s study was fees-
free. She also received petrol vouchers to help with travel 
costs, steel cap boots, and tailored support from UCOL’s 
MPPT Co-odinator/Kaituhono Mahi Kaiarataki.  

“It was quite stressful covering the costs of groceries and 
flatting at the time, so the support I got through MPTT 
was a big help.”

“I still have my boots and wear them every day. When I 
signed up from my apprenticeship, I also got a $1,000 
grant through MPTT, so I bought a nail gun and some 
drills. Through the carpentry course itself, we all got a 
tool belt, hammer, chisel, ruler, and all of the small things 
that we needed. It’s been a year and half and I’m still 
using all of that stuff.

Krystine and her classmates spent a large part of 
the programme building a two-bedroom house. This 
experience made Krystine realise that building was 
definitely the career for her.

“It was really exciting once it all started coming together. 
I was happy every day to go home and tell my mum 
and everyone about it. Building the house was a big 
accomplishment, and I thought it would be so cool to do 
this every day for a living.”

Krystine’s lecturer encouraged the class do work 
experience while studying. Krystine took on this advice 
and, after approaching a few building firms in Levin, 
found work at New Level Solutions.

“I said I was doing the UCOL course to get experience. 
They thought that was awesome and took me on for a 
couple of days a week.”

“What I learnt on the job helped me at course, and 
the things I learnt at course helped me at work. When 
you’re on a worksite you’re going at a faster pace and 
learning different things, so it was really good to get that 
experience.”

Krystine is now doing her apprenticeship fulltime with 
Palmerston North-based EBL Homes.

“I love it. At the moment, we’re doing a 470 square metre 
house on the Pahiatua Track.  We’ll be doing a deck 
around the house – I’m pretty excited because I haven’t 
built one before. We’re up on a hill and you can see 
everything, and it’s nice and peaceful.”
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Construction and Infrastructure  »  Furniture Design

Diploma in Fine Furniture

LEVEL 5

Start:  February  
Duration: 2 years, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Take your skills and understanding of furniture design to 
the next level.

UCOL’s furniture design qualification compromises three 
qualifications. You must study these in order as follows:

First year of study
• New Zealand Certificate in Arts and Design (Furniture 

Design & Making) (Level 4)
• New Zealand Certificate in Creativity (Furniture Design 

& Making) (Level 4)

Second year of study
• New Zealand Diploma in Creativity (Furniture Design) 

(Level 5)

UCOL’s furniture design offering is unique to New 
Zealand and offers students a practical hands-on 
experience with lecturers who are qualified furniture 
makers.

FURNITURE DESIGN
Take your skills and understanding of furniture design to 
the next level with UCOL’s Diploma in Fine Furniture.

Furniture Design Study Pathways

New Zealand  Diploma in Creativity (Furniture 
Design) 
LEVEL 5

New Zealand  Certificate in Arts and Design 
(Furniture Design and Making) 
LEVEL 4

New Zealand  Certificate in Creativity (Furniture 
Design and Making) 
LEVEL 4
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Construction and Infrastructure  »  Carpentry and Joinery

New Zealand Certificate in Carpentry (Trade)

LEVEL 4

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 4 years, part-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Our Certificate is a managed apprenticeship that will provide you with a nationally recognised qualification as well as the 
practical skills and experience to work as a professional carpenter.

Gain the practical skills and knowledge required to work unsupervised, to construct, repair and install building structures 
to the level required of a commercially competent carpenter with this programme.

Specific Entry Requirements: Candidates need to be employed in the Carpentry Industry and must be supervised by someone 
willing to support their training.

New Zealand Certificate in Joinery (Trade)

LEVEL 4

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 3-4 years, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Our Certificate is a managed apprenticeship that will provide you with a nationally recognised qualification as well as the 
practical skills and experience to work as a professional joiner.

This programme with strands in Cabinetry, Timber Doors and Windows, Timber Stairs and Laminate Fabrication 
recognises people who have demonstrated competence in the skills and knowledge required to work in one of the 
specialist joinery areas of cabinetry, timber door and window, or stairs and laminate fabrication.

Specific Entry Requirements: Candidates need to be employed in the Joinery Industry and must be supervised by someone 
willing to support their training.

New Zealand Certificate in Construction Trade Skills (Carpentry)

LEVEL 3

Start:  February and August 
Duration: 1 year, full-time, part-time options available  
Location: UCOL Manawatū, UCOL Whanganui, UCOL Wairarapa, UCOL Horowhenua, Taumarunui, and Turangi

If the construction industry is where you want to build your career as a carpenter, this programme is for you.

Gain practical competencies and skills in health and safety, trade mathematics, hand tools and project work related to 
different aspects of the construction industry.

You will graduate work-ready with transferable skills for a wide range of construction-related trades.

Specific Entry Requirements: Successful completion of the New Zealand Certificate in Building, Construction and Allied Trade 
Skills (Level 2), or NCEA Level 1.

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY
UCOL’s hands-on carpentry and joinery programmes, will provide you with the right skills for employment.
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Construction and Infrastructure  »  Carpentry and Joinery

New Zealand Certificate in Construction Trade Skills (Allied Trades)

LEVEL 3

Start:  July 
Duration: 20 weeks, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

This programme will give you the practical skills and knowledge you need to carry out various construction-related jobs. 
The courses cover essential skills in building and construction, including workplace safety and allied trades specific 
knowledge and projects.

You’ll graduate work-ready with transferable skills for a wide range of construction-related trades.

New Zealand Certificate in Building, Construction, and Allied Trade Skills

LEVEL 2

Start:  October  
Duration: 13 weeks, full-time 
Location: UCOL Manawatū, UCOL Whanganui, and UCOL Wairarapa 

Learn safe working practices, and gain a range of basic trade skills, qualities and attributes that will enable you to seek 
further training and/or employment in the construction industry.

This programme has been designed specifically to provide a progressive pathway for you to integrate into a wide range of 
trade-related occupations. You will develop a flexible approach to learning through a range of skills and activities, allowing 
you to make informed choices on the subjects that are relevant and appropriate to your needs and purposes.
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Construction and Infrastructure  »  Construction and Architecture

New Zealand Diploma in Architectural Technology

LEVEL 6

Start:  February 
Duration: 2 years, full-time, part-time study options available 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

The Diploma in Architectural Technology is designed to equip you with the knowledge and skills to work as an 
architectural technician. You will gain competency to work on large and complex building projects under the supervision 
of an experienced architectural technician, designer, or architect.

This qualification provides employers and consumers with the confidence that the working drawings you produce will 
meet New Zealand legislation requirements, Codes of Practice, and New Zealand and Australian Standards.

Specific Entry Requirements: A minimum of 50 NCEA Credits at Level 2, including 12 Credits in Mathematics, and a minimum of 
12 Literacy Credits at NCEA Level 1, or equivalent knowledge and skills.

New Zealand Diploma in Construction

LEVEL 6

Start:  February 
Duration: 2 years, full-time, part-time study options available 
Location: UCOL Manawatū

From the start to the completion of residential as well as commercial building projects, the New Zealand Diploma in 
Construction will provide you with extensive construction training, the knowledge and the skills for a successful career in 
either construction management or quantity surveying. 

Upon completion of this programme, you will receive qualification to enter employment in construction management or 
quantity surveying under the supervision of a more experienced practitioner relevant to your chosen area of expertise.

This qualification also provides employers and consumers with the confidence that construction and building projects 
are being effectively planned and organised and with sound financial management that meet the requirements of New 
Zealand legislation, Codes of Practice, and New Zealand and Australian Standards.

Specific Entry Requirements: A minimum of 50 NCEA Credits at Level 2, including 12 Credits in Mathematics, and a minimum of 
12 Literacy Credits at NCEA Level 1, or equivalent knowledge and skills.

New Zealand Certificate in Construction Trades Supervision*

LEVEL 5

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 40 weeks, part-time, blended delivery options available  
Location: UCOL Manawatū

Study this qualification with UCOL’s Blended Delivery (see page 12 for more information).

This programme is designed for people already working as a construction supervisor, or for people who want to move 
into the role. The programme is offered in a blended delivery mode (online activities, day release classes and/or night 
classes).

* Subject to approval and accreditation.

CONSTRUCTION AND ARCHITECTURE
Build yourself a future with UCOL’s programmes in Construction and Architecture.
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Construction and Infrastructure  »  Plumbing, Gasfitting, and Drainlaying

New Zealand Certificate in Plumbing, Gasfitting and Drainlaying (Pre-Apprenticeship)

LEVEL 3

Start:  February and July 
Duration: 23 weeks, full-time, part-time options available 
Location: UCOL Manawatū and UCOL Wairarapa

This programme provides you with the skills, knowledge, and attitude you will need to kick-start your career in the 
Plumbing, Gasfitting, and Drainlaying industry.

It covers water supply systems, building envelop, drainlaying, plumbing maintenance and foul water, and introduction 
to gasfitting. Graduates will be capable of assisting with work undertaken by a licensed Plumber, Gasfitter, or Drainlayer 
under supervision, and will be ready to enter into an apprenticeship that will lead to a New Zealand Level 4 trade 
qualification in one or more of the plumbing, gasfitting or drainlaying trades.

The qualification covers all three trades and is suitable for those who wish to enter the industry and do not yet have an 
apprenticeship agreement.

PLUMBING, GASFITTING, AND DRAINLAYING
Increase your employment opportunities with a qualification in plumbing, gasfitting, and drainlaying.
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Construction and Infrastructure  »  Infrastructure Works

New Zealand Certificate in Infrastructure Works

LEVEL 2

Start:  March 
Duration: 14 weeks, full-time 
Location: Cohort-based enrolments on demand

Learn how to work safely on sites and in a team.

New Zealand needs skilled workers to maintain vital resources we all use - wastewater, storm water, electricity, and road 
networks. 

Whether you are commencing a career in the infrastructure works industry or seeking a qualification related to your 
current role, this programme is an ideal starting point.

INFRASTRUCTURE WORKS
Set the foundations of your career with a qualification in infrastructure works.
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NEW PROGRAMMES
Keep an eye out for UCOL’s new programmes!*
Get in touch to find out more about our new study options!

Primary Industries
Agriculture
Certificate in Animal Wellbeing (Dairy)* LEVEL 4 QCONZ
Conservation
New Zealand Certificate in Conservation (Operations) (In work) LEVEL 4 UCOL Manawatū, UCOL, 

Whanganui, UCOL Wairarapa, and 
UCOL Horowhenua

Vet Nursing and Animal Care
New Zealand Diploma in Veterinary Nursing (Companion Animal Veterinary Nursing)* LEVEL 6 UCOL Manawatū
New Zealand Certificate in Animal Healthcare Assisting (Companion Animal 
Healthcare)*

LEVEL 4 UCOL Manawatū

New Zealand Certificate in Animal Healthcare Assisting (Rural Animal Healthcare)* LEVEL 4 UCOL Wairarapa
New Zealand Certificate in Animal Care (Rural Animals)* LEVEL 3 UCOL Wairarapa

Services Industries
Beauty
New Zealand Certificate in Specialised Skin Therapy LEVEL 6 Blended Delivery
Barbering
New Zealand Certificate in Commercial Barbering* LEVEL 4 UCOL Manawatū
Business
Bachelor of Accounting* LEVEL 7 UCOL Manawatū
Certificate in Customer Experience Management (Contact Centre) (Microcredential) LEVEL 4 UCOL Manawatū, Blended Delivery

Social and Community Services
Early Childhood Education and Care
Bachelor of Teaching (Early Childhood Education) Te Tohu Paetahi Akoranga LEVEL 7 UCOL Manawatū and UCOL 

Wairarapa
Health and Science
Graduate Certificate in Infection Risk Management* UCOL Manawatū, UCOL 

Whanganui (TBC)
Cutting Your Diabetes Risk in Half (Microcredential) LEVEL 4 UCOL Manawatū
Stay Well to Stay Strong (Microcredential) LEVEL 3 UCOL Manawatū
Language and Culture 
Te Pōkaitahi Reo (Te Kaupae 3)* LEVEL 3 UCOL Manawatū and UCOL 

Wairarapa

Creative Industries
Performing Arts
New Zealand Diploma in Performing Arts (Māori and Pacific Dance) LEVEL 6 UCOL Wairarapa
Event Technology
New Zealand Certificate in Entertainment and Event Technology LEVEL 4 UCOL Manawatū

Manufacturing and Technology
Mechanical Engineering
New Zealand Certificate in Mechanical Engineering (Advanced) LEVEL 5 UCOL Manawatū
New Zealand Certificate in Refrigeration and Air Conditioning (Trade Assistant) LEVEL 3 UCOL Manawatū

Construction and Infrastructure
Construction and Architecture
New Zealand Certificate in Construction Trades Supervision LEVEL 5 UCOL Manawatū

*Subject to approval and accreditation.
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U-SKILLS
Discover your career while in school with UCOL.
Under the U-Skills banner, UCOL offers a suite of in-school study opportunities for students enrolled in a New Zealand 
secondary school or college.

You will be able to find your passion and have UCOL’s support to help you succeed, while gaining NCEA credits, and 
industry knowledge and experience.

U-Skills STAR
STAR are short programmes designed to help you explore your career options.

Usually one day per week for five or six weeks (you will be notified if this timeframe is different). Our range of 
programmes gives you an opportunity to gain tertiary experience while staying at school.

There are two U-Skills offerings:

• U-Skills STAR
• U-Skills Academy

Each focuses on three key areas:

• NCEA related content
• Industry knowledge and experience
• Helping students find their passion and supporting 

them to succeed.

U-Skills Academy
Designed to help guide you through a vocational pathway, with the safety and support of your school. This real 
experience provides you with tertiary learning one or two days per week, designed to complement your secondary school 
work.

You will have access to experienced staff who have real experience in the real world. Our team has a range of skills to suit 
multiple needs and provide a supportive stepping-stone, giving you a taste of tertiary, with the support of friends, routine 
and school.

U-SKILLS ACADEMY 1 DAY
One day-a-week for a year.

U-SKILLS ACADEMY 2 DAYS
Two days-a-week for a year.



119This prospectus is intended as a guide only. Programme details are subject to change. Please refer to ucol.ac.nz for the most up-to-date information.

CONTACT INFORMATION
If you would like to enrol, or find out more about any of our 
programmes or support services, please get in touch.

Email: 

enquiry@ucol.ac.nz
Web site: 

UCOL.AC.NZ

International Phone: 

+64 6 952 7000
Free Phone: 

0800 GO UCOL







Enrol now!
0800 GO UCOL 
enquiry@ucol.ac.nz 
www.ucol.ac.nz
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